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the South China Sea. Since 70 per cent of Australia’s trade passes through the waters,
stability in the region is closely linked to Australia’s prosperity. Australia remains
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mechanisms such as the ASEAN Regional Forum, East Asia Summit (EAS) and bilater:
dialogues.
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Since the 20th century, when the trading ports of Malacca assisted in industrialising
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been concerning. Australia would like to promote the increase of economic
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Malaysia. At the 26th ASEAN Summit earlier this year and recent EAS Foreign
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countries to work towards simplifying access to one another, not building new
barriers.
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relationship
that will last
for generations.
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On 7 August 2015, we were privileged to host the Hon Julie Bishop MP, Australian
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