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The verdict of the Constitutional Tribunal on 30 May 2007 dissolving the Thai Rak Thai party (TRT) on the grounds that it had committed serious wrongdoings during election campaigns last year is a turning point in Thai politics as some Thais are believing. The reasons perhaps are as follows:


Firstly, the dissolution of the Thai Rak Thai party which was the biggest party before the coup on 19 September 2006 will make a political reform a reality. In view of the fact that the party became the largest in the parliament during the period of 2001-2005 because of excessive use of money including for vote buying and buying election candidates, when TRT has gone, there will be only ‘good’ parties left. Corruptions, vote buying, and malpractices in elections will be less.

Secondly, the tribunal has prohibited all members of the executive committee of the TRT to exercise a voting right and to run in elections for five years. This will allow more new faces in politic making elections cleaner and elected government more respectable.


Thirdly, the ruling will deter politicians from committing wrongdoings in the future, or their parties would face dissolution. Political ethics will be adopted and good governance will follow.


Fourthly, Thai voters will learn what is ‘right’ and ‘wrong’ in politics. Vote buying will be less accepted. They will learn more about ‘dirty tricks’ committed by election candidates and will not accept them as legitimate. 


However, this optimism may not reflect a political reality in Thailand in the future. I would say that the next election under the new constitution will not be absolutely clean. Despite the tribunal’s ruling, vote buying and other wrongdoings may continue in election campaigns although on a lesson degree since election candidates and their parties will be more careful in employing illegal methods. Campaigns against vote buying and other wrongdoings will be launched by authorities concerned but the political culture of Thai voters cannot be changed overnight.

Another point that should be mentioned is that no parties will get a majority in the House of Representatives. One may argue that as the Democrat party since it won the case on May 30 would be able to get the largest number of seats in the parliament after the election. But the Democrat is still weak in the North and Northeast. Even in the central region, Chat Thai party continues to have a strong base. More importantly, The Thai Rak Thai party will regroup and possibly become a new party with a different name. It is believed that Thaksin although he is not eligible to run in election for five years will continue to work behind the scene for this new party. Thus a number of former Thai Rak Thai MPs will make a comeback in the next election. The next government would be a coalition one with the Democrat party as the core. It is expected that government instability is possible and its politics would be like the one in the 1990s in which change of government occurred frequently.

Nevertheless, there are a number of questions spread out in the country now: will the next election ever come? Will the new Constitution pass the referendum? Will the Military launch another coup to strengthen it position and stay on in power? 


No one knows for sure the answers since nothing is certain in Thai politics. However, I do believe that the military will not launch another coup because it would be difficult to justify and it would uprising as well as international condemnation. Therefore, the new constitution may be adopted and elections held.

What is fascinating about Thai politics is that whenever we have a weak government, the people want a strong one and whenever we have a strong one, the people want the opposite. Let’s look at the Thai Rak Thai’s regime, because Thaksin’s government was too strong, corrupt and could become an ‘elective dictatorship’, the new constitution is being designed to have a weak executive.

Perhaps we don’t want any one including the military to be in power for so long. Thomas Jefferson once said, “the least government, is the best government”, for the Thais, the weak government may be the best at least for a time being.
