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“Recession Anxiety” and fear of job 
losses in the U.S.



American workers expressing their 
frustration and the discontent at the 
perceived loss of jobs to 
globalization and foreign trade.



Growing American Fear of Globalization and 
Foreign Trade



Poorer households especially concerned 
about trade



Feb 17, 2009: 

US President Barack 
Obama signs the $787 
billion US stimulus bill 
into law



Controversy over “Buy America” provisions



American Clean Energy and Security Act
Waxman-Markey Bill on Climate Change

April 1, 2009



U.S. Perceptions 
of the Rise of 
China



Low level of trust towards China
Americans lean toward a negative view of China’s role in the world. 

April 2006:

- About 1 in 2 Americans believed that China had a mostly negative
influence in the world.

(BBC/GlobeScan/PIPA and WorldPublicOpinion.org)

- 3 out of 4 Americans has an unfavorable view of “how China uses 
military power and the threat of force.”

- 80% said they have an unfavorable opinion of China’s system of 
government (40% very unfavorable), while 66% had an unfavorable 
view of China’s economic system.

(WorldPublicOpinion.org)



American Opinions of China



U.S. feelings towards China worsening

From Soft Power in Asia: Results of a 2008 Multinational Survey of Public Opinion 
(Chicago Council on Global Affairs, East Asia Institute)



Gallup Poll – April 6, 2009

Though China does not top the immediate foreign policy 
priorities of Americans, Americans recognize China as a 

significant long-term threat



From Soft Power in Asia: Results of a 2008 Multinational Survey of Public Opinion 
(Chicago Council on Global Affairs, East Asia Institute)



2008 US Democratic Primaries –
Promises to Labor



The influence of unionized labor in the U.S. 
political process



President Obama speaking at a United 
Auto Workers conference in 2007



March 9, 2009: 
SEIU card check protest in Washington, DC



WASHINGTON, DC - FEBRUARY 12, 2007: 

Members and employees of trade unions from the United States and South 
Korea protest the seventh round of negotiations of the U.S.-Korea Free Trade 
Agreement.

The labor groups claim that the agreement in its current form fails workers in 
both countries.

American workers protest against the 

U.S.-South Korea Free Trade Agreement



“The immigration process is the single most 
important determinant of American foreign 
policy . . . This process regulates the ethnic 
composition of the American electorate. 
Foreign policy responds to that ethnic 
composition. It responds to other things as 
well, but probably first of all to the primary fact 
of ethnicity.”

--- Nathan Glazer and Daniel P. Moynihan
from Ethnicity: Theory and Experience (1974)

Role of ethnicity - Immigration and 
American Foreign Policy



History of Immigration in the U.S.

• 1924: Immigration Act of 1924
– including the National Origin Act and Asian Exclusion 

Act
– Designed explicitly to freeze the American ethnic 

balance

• 1965 Immigration Act overturned the restrictions of the 
1920s
– following the 1960 civil rights revolution
– Family reunification provision became the vital engine 

of immigrant selection



Asian-American political clout increasing

• Asian-Americans are the fastest growing ethnic or 
racial population. In 2004, they grew to 14 million, 
up 3.4% from 2003.

• Coupled with high levels of education and income, 
Asian Americans constitute a burgeoning political 
force.

• Asian Americans are projected to constitute 8% of 
the population by 2050.



Asian American education levels compared to other groups in the U.S.

Source: 80-20  Initiative, September 2006



The average income of Asian-American 
married-couple households is 8% higher 
than that of non-Latino white households. 

(Sources: The U.S. Asian-American 
Market, U.S. Census Bureau)

Forty-nine percent of Asian 
Americans 25 and older have a 
bachelor's degree or higher 
compared with 27 percent for all 
people 25 and older. 

(Source: U.S. Census Bureau)

As of November 12, 2008



The passage of the US-India Civilian Nuclear Agreement on October 8, 2008 
marked a major political triumph for the US India Political Action Committee.

Indian-Americans and the U.S.-India Civilian Nuclear 
Agreement
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