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Asia not Rising but Resurging

Growing economic, financial, 
technological, and political weight 
Potential to reach an unprecedented 
level of prosperity, freedom, and 
stability 
Obscured border between Continental 
and Maritime Asia



The Malacca Strait: Lifeline of the 
Global Economy
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Maritime Highway across the Pacific 
and Indian Oceans

20% of global seaborne trade
33% of global seaborne crude oil
37% of global semiconductor trade
57% of global shipping capacity

Lifeline of Global Economy



First Challenge: Naval Arms Race

Chinese Maritime Ambition
First time in history except Zheng He
Anti-access strategy
Strategy of Peals String

Reactions from Asian-Pacific Navies
Power Projection: Greater range, speed, 
operational maneuver, firepower, versatility, and 
flexibility 

Inevitable Crush of Strategic Interests
Crisis Management Necessary
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Second Challenge: Preserving 
“Good Order at Sea”

Piracy, Terrorism, Trafficking, Illegal 
Fishing
Excessive Claims by Coastal States

“Lawfare”
2001 Hainan E-P3, 2009 Impeccable

1982 UNCLOS
“the Constitution of the World’s Oceans”



Third Challenge: Partnership 
Building

Today’s Sea Power
Power projection, Preserving “good order 
at sea, partnership building

Risks and Opportunities 
Exiting Frameworks: WPNS, Heads of 
Asian Coast Guard Agencies Meeting, 
ARF, ReCAAP, PSI



A Proposal: Create a Consortium of 
Seafaring Nations

Crisis Management
Strengthen ReCAAP
Adopt Guidelines for Military Activities 
in International Waters
Two Conditions

Respect Free Trade
Regard the Seas as Highways not as 
Barriers



Generational Differences?

Challenges which have no respect for 
borders
Younger Generation:

Less respect for Borders
Emails, blogs, Facebook, Youtube

More attention to democracy and governance: 
R2P?

civil society, elections and political processes, 
rule of law, and anti-corruption activities 

Lack of War Memories


	The Three Most Compelling Challenges
	Asia not Rising but Resurging
	The Malacca Strait: Lifeline of the Global Economy
	Maritime Highway across the Pacific and Indian Oceans
	First Challenge: Naval Arms Race
	First Challenge: Naval Arms Race
	Second Challenge: Preserving “Good Order at Sea”
	Third Challenge: Partnership Building
	A Proposal: Create a Consortium of Seafaring Nations
	Generational Differences?

