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The Ascension 4y R Nicholas Burns

The creation of Barack Obama’s legacy will play out against three fundamental backdrops: America’s financial
crisis; the ability to shore up the power of the United States; and the willingness of Joe Q. Public to spend
blood and treasure beyond our borders. Obama faces tasks no less significant than the crises of the 1930s. The
question is whether the new president can craft a legacy in the vein of past grear American leaders,

Lost at the NSC 4y Andrew E Krepinevich & Barry D. Warts

People are starting to talk of Obama creating an Eisenhower-lite foreign-policy team. This is a very good thing,
if only a start. America no longer knows how 1o make good strategy. From the Nazi defeat in World War 1I to
America’s triumph in the cold war, fime and time again we have seen strategic competence is the cornerstone
of foreign-policy success. A new council of wise men and the retooling of our infrastructure are musts.

Reviews & Essays

The Replacements 4y Ernest R May

Every president faces the daunting task of putting rogether a team that can lead America while
transitioning to the role of leader of the free world. Given the way che new adminiscracion’s cabinec is
shaping up and the heap of global crises, Obama’s charge may be more difficult than most. Three recent
books by government insiders show how history can help the president navigate his transicion. Obama can
learn from Eisenhower’s command, Carter’s missteps and Kennedy’s curiosity.

The Age of Woman sy Bruce Hoffnan

Can women keep us safe? For all the talk of a rise of women to positions of power, there is still a dearth of
the female perspective in national security. With the unprecedented appointment of three women to some
of the highest posts in the new administration, all related to protecting America’s interests, the voice of the
softer sex may indeed help us better fight the threats of terrorism,

Woodrow Wilson’s War 4y Michael C. Desch

George W, Bush's decision to invade Iraq was more consistent with the American tradition than many of his
critics claimed, and some of his erstwhile supporters wished. The Wilsonians try to distance themselves from
Bush, but they wind up demonstrating that we can expect livte different from the Obama administration.
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The Realist

A Sit-Down with Brent Scowcroft

"The principles of transformarionalism—idealism spread by the barrel of a gun—have been cenrral 1o
America’s foreign-policy failings over the last eight years. With a new leadership in power, Washington has 2
chance to right past wrongs. But that will only be possible with a more realist approach to our international
engagements and a concerted effort to reach out to our allies and enemies alike.

Articles

The Republic and the Rahbar 4y Gary Sick

With all of the hype surrounding Iran’s nuclear program and its incendiary President Ahmadinejad, we

have been fooled into believing Tehran is one of our biggest threats, But the country is divided, clerical

control is in question and the Supreme Leader has little influence outside of the state’s borders. As Iran

faces a presidential election of its own, the country will likely confront a choice between extremism and
moderation at the polls.

Empire Falls 4y Robers A Pape

The United States is in unprecedented decline. Future generations will look back at the past decade as the
beginning of the end of American hegemony. A combination of bad domestic policies, excessive foreign-
policy commitments and the rise of China are eroding America’s relative economic strength. Past empires
have risen and fallen on their financial performance, and America is no exception. Without better policies,
this will be the end of our run as a great power.

Ambushed on the Potomac 2y richurd Perle

One of America’s best-known neoconservatives gives his take on what went wrong over the past cight
years, the role of the State Department in hijacking Bush’s foreign policy and why 50 million conspiracy
theorists have it wrong.

Putin’s Third Way &y Cliford G. Gaddy & Barry Wi Ickes

With the rise in oil prices and a conservative fiscal policy, Russia turned from a debror nation into an
economic powerhouse. Putin’s strategy created a compromise between the excesses of the free market and
the inefficiencies of a command economy. Yer there remain deep cracks in the foundation of the post-Soviet
structure. With global finance in 2 meltdown, can his Putinomics survive?
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New Internationalist
JANUARY/FEBRUARY ISSUE 419

‘Is the economic crisis going to be the end of green?”’

New York Times columnist Thomas Friedman has asked,
provoking a furious debare online. T've been hearing such
rumblings a lot lately. The financial meltdown has cercainly
eclipsed climate change as the crisis du jour: and if last month's
UN climate talks in Poznan were anything to go by, its making
it even harder to get progress from governments char is anything
other than cheap and half-hearced,

This is a most dangerous state of affairs. It's like finding out
that you've got cancer, but then delaying going to the doctor’s for
trearment for a few months because you want to repaint your
house. No doubt your house needs a lot of work, but ultimately
there's little point if you won't be around to enjoy it.

Stopping climare change must be our number one prioricy —

and this is the main theme of this month's magazine. But how we

go about it goes hand in hand with the rask of rebuilding a fairer

economy, as we highlight in the ‘Clean Start’ special feacure. The

same crushing injustices thar triggered the financial collapse
have been driving global warming. Now, suddenly, we have an
opportunity to change the system. Can we seize it?

MAIN FEATURE

Climate Justice

4 Power politics
Stopping climare change will involve reversing
some fundamental injustices, argues Jess Worth.

DMAN / PANDS

STUART FR

8 Four principles for climate justice

9 Degrees of delusion
Yang Ailun and David Sprate on why politicians are failing.

4 10 A million mutinies
Sunita Narain looks to
the environmentalism of
the poor for answers.

B ;) Climate Justice
- THE FACTS

14 A timely death?
Patrick Bond foresees
a rocky future for
carbon trading,

FINANCIAL CRISIS

27 A new, green, democratic deal

16 Leave it in the ground'

(ONTENTS

With this in mind, the NI held a 'Clean Scart event on 15
December. Speakers included NI contributors Walden Bello and
Susan George, and the lively discussion ranged from how we got
into this global mess, through specific policies that would put us
on a fairer greener path, to how we build a movement ro make it
happen. Don't worry if you missed it — you can watch clips of all
the speakers on our websire.

The stakes couldn't be higher. T urge you to ger involved, at:
www.newint.org/cleanscart

o

Jess Worth for the
New Internationalist Co-operative

24 Homegrown energy
In Brazil, 4
communities are
forging their own
solutions, reports
Lucia Ortiz.
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Activists Nnimmeo

Bassey and Mel
Evans report from the
frontline. _ -
REGULAR FEATYIES

18 System error 2 Letters
A lvpti d The myth that poputation growth
f pocalyptic comecy exceeds food production; cendoning

rom cartoonist mass murder in Cambodia.
Stephanie McMillan, PLUS: Only Planet cartoon stiip
PLUS: Letter from Cairo
19 Just or Bust 31 Currents

Swiss mining company grabs Sierra
Leone gems; nuclear fall-out still
killing Kazakhs; Chavez's Bank.

32 Big Bad World
Polyp's polar bear.

34 Southern Exposure
Brazilian photographer Tatiana
Cardeal on Kayapo body painting.

35 Worldbeaters
The democratic credentials
of Georgian President Mikheil
Saakashvill are in tatters.

36 Making Waves
The veteran activist Jeff Hatper

Danny Chivers surveys
the options for the
Copenhagen climate
talks in 2009, and asks if
they can deliver climate
justice.

~ Glean Start

" Building A Fairer
Global Economy

How the financial, social and
environmental crises collide —

the opportuniries and the dangers.
Susan George and Walden Bello
get the debate going.

29 Meltdown South

David Ransom examines the
impact so far on the Majority

World.

Cover artwork: Energy Action Coalition
energyactioncoaliton.org
Magazine design: Alan Hughes.

talks about his part in breaching the
btockade of Gaza.

38 NI Jumbo Prize Crossword

39 Mixed Media
The Best of 2008, plus this month's
picks, including Che on film and
KlezmerBalkanGreekGypsyPunk.

42 Essay: Concrete Dreams
India's middle class is becoming
more antaganistic to the urban poor,
says Jeremy Seabrook.

44 Country Profile: Belarus
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7  The Coming Food Coups
m Andrew S. Natsios and Kelly W Doley

Historically, different political systems—yparticularly failed
and totalitarian states—run different political and security
risks as they face food price increases. If donor governments
draw on traditional famine theory, they can better identify
today’s gravest risks and implement more effective
responses.

27 No Way to Treat Our Friends: Recasting Recent U.S.~Georgian
Relations a Alexander Cooley and Lincoln A. Mitchell

Two ultimately flawed U.S. policy principles—personalizing
the relationship with Georgia and committing to maintain
its territorial integrity—helped fail to anticipate or prevent
the August 2008 escalation of conflict between Georgia
and Russia, and should be reversed.

43 The Anbar Awakening: An Alliance of Incentives
» John A. McCary

The September 2006 shift in Irag’s al Anbar province was
caused neither by the number of U.S. troops in “‘the surge,”
not outrage at the brutality of al Qaeda’s tactics, but the
Sunni tribal sheikhs’ increased sense of al Qaeda’s threat to
their power, leading them to align with the U.S. military
and its new strategy.




115

61 Remember the Magnequench: An Object Lesson in Globalization
m Charles W, Freeman Il

The political significance of the 2006 closing of an Indiana
factory owned by Magnequench, a firm with ties to

China, illustrates the anxiety about globalization and the
myth of manufacturing’s overall economic significance in
the United States today.

77 Where East Meets West: European Gas and Ukrainian
Reality m Edward Chow and Jonathan Elkind

Ukraine is caught between the old, post-Soviet world and
the new, European one that it wants to join. Nowhere are
its dilemmas clearer and mote consequential, both for
Ukraine and for the Euro-Atlantic community, than in
Ukraine’s natural gas industry.

93 The Next Catastrophe: Ready or Not? w Christine Wormuth

The United States is still not ready for a domestic
catastrophe. Four organizational steps sheould be taken to
help build a homeland security system with clear lines

of authority and guidelines to determine and assess the
capabilities state and local authorities should have.

107 Reform, Don’t Merge, the Homeland Security Council
a Paul N. Stockton

Merging the Homeland Security Council into the National
Security Council would impede the reforms most vital
for securing the United States against future terrorist
attacks and hurricanes or other natural hazards.

U.S. DEMocracy SuppoRrT AFTER BusH
117 Picture the Problem: Global Freedom, 2003-2007
119 Democracy: The Case for Opportunistic Idealism

m Gideon Rachman

The new U.S. administration should adopt a policy of
opportunistic idealism, retaining the idea that freedom

and democracy are important U.S. foreign policy goals, but



dization recognizing that they must be pursued pragmatically and
only when the opportunity arises.
. Indiana ‘
129 The Baby, the Bathwater, and the Freedom Agenda in
o . .
the Middle East ® Michele Dunne
1d the
ince in The new administration should not limit its judgment of
regional democracy promotion to Iraq and Palestine, but
should also incorporate lessons from Egypt, Bahrain, and
krainian Morocco where democracy has made headway without
sacrificing U.S, strategic interests.
orld and 143 Asia’s Challenged Democracies m Yun-han Chu, !
\ere are Larry Diamond, Andrew J. Nathan, and Doh Chull Shin
for
. Public survey data from China, Hong Kong, Japan, and five
nin .
new democracies reveals that East Asian democracies are
in distress. Public satisfaction with the regime is highest in
emuth China, lowest in Japan and Taiwan, and fragile in the
other new democracies.
lomestic
ken to . 159 Global Democracy Promotion: Seven Lessons for the New
ines Administration m David Price
s the The chair of the House Democracy Assistance Comimis-
sion, mindful of the mistakes of the past, offers seven
1 | practical lessons for the new administration to rethink and
1ci , . . .
: refine the theory and practice of democracy promotion.
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