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After the Cirisis

Globalization in Retreat Roger C. Altman 2
The era of free-market capitalism and deregulation is over. As the popularity of the
U.S. economic model is waning, China’s influence is growing. To put globalization
back on track, President Barack Obama must use his unique position to articulate
the benefits of open markets and free trade.

Tamed Tigers, Distressed Dragon
Brian P Klein and Kenneth Neil Cukier 8

For decades, Asia's booming economies built their wealth on export revenues,
Today, they are suffering as Western demand collapses. If Aslan nations,
including China, are to weather the economic erisis, their governments will have
to raise wages, boost domestic consumption, and build genuine social safety nets.

Kssays

The Pentagon’s Wasting Assets Andrew F. Krepinevich, Jr. 18

The military foundations of U.S. dominance are steadily eroding. With the spread
of advanced military technologies to rising powers, hostile states, and nonstate actors,
the United States is losing its ability to project power worldwide and its unfettered
access to the oceans, space, and cyberspace. These changes demand a major strategic
review by Washington—one thatleads to both new sources of military advantage and
a more modest grand strategy to protect core U.S. interests.

Flipping the Taliban Fotini Christia and Michael Semple 34

President Barack Obama'’s proposed deployment of 21,000 more U.5. troops to
Afghanistan is necessary to tip the balance of power against the Taliban. Butitwill not
be enough. Washington and its allies must accompany the move with a political “surge,”
an effort to persuade large groups of insurgents to give up their fight. This can be done:
in Afghanistan, battles are often decided by defections rather than fighting, and for many
members of the Taliban, the insurgency is less a matrer of idealogy than a way of life.




Contents

.Tehran’s Take Mobsen M. Milan:

Iran’s foreign policy is often portrayed in sensationalistic terms: mad mullabs,
apocalyptic delusions, untamable nuclear armbitions, But Iran’s ruling ayatollahs are
following a clear strategic logic: ensuring the survival of the Islamic Republic against
what they think is an existential threat posed by the United States. The main geals of
Iran’s .S, policy are to deter Washington from attacking Iran, counter Washington's
containment strategy, and expand Tehran’s influence in the Middle East.

The Real War in Mexico Shannon O’Neil

As Mexico has become engulfed in drug violence, American observers have warned
of state collapse and cross-border bloodshed. But such hysteria clouds the real
challenge: the rising violence is a product of Mexico’s democratization—and the
only real solution is to continue strengthening Mexican democracy.

The Russia File Robert Legvold

As it redesigns U.S. policy toward Russia, the Obama administration really does
need to turn a page rather than simply tinker at the edges. This means setting far
more ambitious goals for the U.5.-Russian relationship and devising a strategy to
reach them. It means starting a comprehensive strategic dialogue.

Pirates, Then and Now Aax Boot

Piracy was rampant for centuries past—just as it is again today off the coast of
East Africa. To combat present-day marauders, governments should look to
the tactics used to defeat piracy in the past: a more active defense at sea and the
pursuit of a political solution onshore.

The Battle for Thailand Ber#:i! Lintner

Over the past three years, Thailand has lived through a military coup, six prime
ministers, and widespread civil unrest. Today, its society remains deeply polarized,
its econormny is contracting, and its king is getting older. Whatever the outcome
of the present crisis, the future of Thai democracy does not look good.

Africa’s Capitalist Revolution Ethan B. Kapstein

Despite widespread pessimism about Africa, many countries across the continent have
experienced impressive growth in recent years and have remained largely sheltered
from the global financial crisis. If economic development there is to continue, the
West must help African states by avoiding its own worst protectionist impulses.
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Reviews & Responses

Can the Right War Be Won? Steven Simon 130
Two new books offer insightful analyses of how 1o succeed in Afghanistan. But the
sheer difficulty of the task points to the need for an alternative strategy—one that
defends U.S. interests without trying to rebuild a shattered country.

A Hegemon's Coming of Age Walter Russell Mead 138
George Herring's well-written and lively book may turn out to be one of the last
attempts by a leading scholar to compress a comprehensive and comprehensible
account of the United States’ foreign relations into a single volume.

India’s Fortune FEdward Luce 144
The Indian entrepreneur Nandan Nilekani may describe himself as just an “avid
amateur” when it comes to modern India’s political economy, but he has produced
one of the best and most thought-provoking books on India in years.

Which Way Is History Marching?

Azar Gat, Daniel Deudney and G. John ITkenberry, and

Ronald Inglehart and Christian Welzel 150
Can authoritarian China and Russia succeed in the twenty-first century? Or will
economic development and the spread of liberal values lead democracy to triumph?

An exchange.

Get Smart Joseph S. Nye, Jr. 160
Leslie Gelb's skepticism of “smart power” is misguided; it is only by combining the
strategies of both hard and soft power that the United States can achieve its ends.

Letters to the Editor 164

Including Thomas Culora and Andrew Erickson on Indian Ocean rivalry,
Russell Seitz on forecasting doomsday, and others.

The articles in Foreign Affairs do not represent any consensus of beliefi. We do not expect that
readers will sympathize with all the sentiments they find bere, for some of our writers will flatly
disagree with others, but we hold that while kegping clear of mere vagaries, Foreign Affairs can
do mare to inform American public opinion by a broad hospitality to divergent ideas than it can by
identifying itself with one school. We do not accept responsibility for the views expressed in any
article, signed or unsigned, that appears in these pages. What we do accept is the responsibility
Sor giving them a chance o appear. THE EDITORS
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By Phillip Longman a Plus, FP tests your knowledge of the world,

PRIME NUMBERS

30 Sex Matters Low birthrates aren't the
result of economic growth and
political stability; they’re a prerequisite.
The world’s most By Malcolm Potts and Martha Campbell
dangerous Korean.

~THINK AGAIN

32 Asia’s Rise Don't believe the hype about the decline of America
and the dawn of a new Asian age. It will be many decades before
China, India, and the rest of the region take over the world, if they
ever do. By Minxin Pei

FEATURES

50 1979: The Great Backlash What do Ayatollah Khomeini,
Margaret Thatcher, Pope John Paul 11, and Deng Xiaoping -1l have in
common? By Christian Caryl

65 The Death of Macho Manly men have been running the world

forever. But the Great Recession is changing all that, and it will alter
the course of history. By Rethan Salam

» Good Riddance Why macho had to go. By Valerie ! fudson

72 The Baltic Bust The fall and rise—and fall again—of Europe’s new
basket cases: a recessionary tale. By Edward Lucas

Flashback from the age of disco.
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FAILED STATES INDEX

80 Portraits of Instability It is a sobering time for the world’s
most fragile countries—virulent economic crisis, countless natural
disasters, and government collapse. This year, we delve deeper than
ever into just what went wrong—and who is to blame.

By FOREIGN POLICY and THE FUND FOR PEACE

The Whiplash Effect By Homi Kharas
Trouble in Tehran By Djavad Salebi-Isfabani
Blame Game By Elizabeth Dickinson
Disorder in the Ranks By Robert I. Rotberg
The Last Straw By Stephan Faris

d i
|
: IN OTHER WORDS
128 The Berlin Fall By Cameron Abadi a Samizdat in
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v
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136 Minilateralism The magic number to get real international
action. By Moisés Naim
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