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Warding off
Easter Island
Syndrome
Demand may one day
outstrip supply in a resource-rich nation
BLESSIN.G OR CURSE?
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Volunteers planting mangrove saplings on the banks of Sungai Kerteh in Terengganu, under a programme
sponsored by Petronas Chemicals. The private sector has a huge role to play in delivering innovation that
not only provides profits but also contributes to sustainability. Pic by Afendi Mohamed
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ness-as-usual scenario.
So, are we on the verge of collapse or conflict?
Not exactly, but hopefully we can
-say the same in 20 years. The first
step is to acknowledge that the
notion of having inexhaustible resources is a myth.
We have been blessed with natural resources but in an: increasingly complex world with rising
population and affluence, our demand for natural resources may
one day outstrip supply.
There needs to. be increased understanding on theconiplex
interconnections between our strategic resources. On top of that, it is
vital to understand how these resources impact our lives. and can
potentially threaten our cherished
values.
In more practical terms, there are
basically two ways to counter this
threat.
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Firstly, we must reduce our consumption. All segments. of society,
including the government, private
sector and general public, must
make a COnSciouseffort to minimise
our consumption and wastage.

Secondly, a culture of innovation
must be embedded in the society to
give birth to solutions that utilise
resources more efficiently. Whilst
policies should be designed to be
pro-innovation, the private sector
has a huge role to play in delivering
innovation that not only provides

profits, but also contributes to society and sustainability.
The challenge is to rectify the conflict between achieving short-term
and long-term gains. While this may
seem counter to human nature, our
future may depend on how we
choose to utilise ourresources.

We must not take our abundance
in resources ~forgranted and ensure
that we don't succumb to the Easter
Island Syndrome, but rather exemplify the Dutch, who overcame their .
"disease" to be one of the most dec
veloped countries ih the world.
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