The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) flag (right) leads the flags of the member countries during an Asean
Regional Forum meeting in Singapore recently. With 2015 barely three months away, the Asean Economic

Community ought to be on·the lips and minds of many.
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no income.
For Yudi. the Asean Economic Community is not a distant concept or
something abstract: In real terms freedom of movement between Asean
countries
means more internal
tourism which translates into more
Asean tourists who come 'all-year
round, thus sprea.ding his income
longer. This means that should Asean
tourism increase. beca drivers like Yudi will be less affected by the rises and
dips in Western tourist numbers. So in
a very real sense the AEC is not something distant, but very real for him.
As we approach the year 2015 when
the Asean Economic Community
will come into, existence, it is imperative that all Asean economies
work towards further socialisation of
the concept, so that it becomes
something tangible and meaningful
as it does for Yudi. The Asean Studies
Centre (ASC) of UGM has already
begun to organise AEC days •.workshops, events and public education
programmes in schools and other
public domains in Jogjakarta and
beyond ..
But the question is has the same
effort been made elsewhere in Indonesia, and across Asean?
As 2015 approaches - it is barely
three months away now - the Asean
Economic Community ought to be on
the lips and minds of many. Owing to
the fact that the AEC will eventually
impact upon the lives of millions of
Southeast Asians across the archipelago. this is one idea that cannot remain
abstract and distant much longer.

