
 

  

  INSTITUTE OF STRATEGIC AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES (ISIS) MALAYSIA 

Special Edition 2015 PP 5054/11/2012 (031098)           

The 29th Asia -Pacific Roundtable:  

Conference Report  



 

  

The Institute of Strategic and International Studies (ISIS) Malaysia has hosted the 
Asia-Pacific Roundtable (APR) series since its launch in 1987 to promote trust and 
confidence in the Asia-Pacific region. As a Track 2 forum, the APR brings together 
think tanks, academics, media representatives and senior government officials 
acting in their personal capacity to engage in candid dialogue regarding major 
security challenges confronting the region. Over the past two decades, the APR has 
gained a reputation as the premier Track 2 forum in the region, being ranked by the 
¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΩǎ Dƭƻōŀƭ Dƻ ¢ƻ ¢Ƙƛƴƪ ¢ŀƴƪ LƴŘŜȄ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǘƻǇ 
20 think tank conferences.   
 
The APR is a project of the ASEAN Institutes of Strategic and International Studies 
(ASEAN-ISIS), with ISIS Malaysia as the anchor institution for convening the 
conference. In his welcoming remarks, His Excellency Ambassador Yong 
Chanthalangsy, Chairman of ASEAN-ISIS, highlighted the success of ASEAN-ISIS in 
international and regional cooperation such as institutionalising the meetings 
between the head of ASEAN-ISIS and ASEAN senior officials since 1993. ASEAN-ISIS 
has also contributed significantly to the emergence of the Track 2 diplomatic 
framework and process in the region, of which the APR is a highlight. Additionally, 
he reiterated the important contribution of the role players and participants of the 
APR and their commitment to the Roundtable over the years, which has in turn 
ǇǊƻǇŜƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ !tw ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ǇǊŜŜƳƛƴŜƴǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƪƛƴŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƻǾŜǊ олл ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎΣ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎΣ 
policymakers and opinion leaders from across Asia-Pacific and Europe.  
 
The 29th APR was officially opened by the Honourable Prime Minister of Malaysia, 
5ŀǘƻΩ {Ǌƛ aƻƘŘ bŀƧƛō ¢ǳƴ wŀȊŀƪΣ ǿƘƻ ŀƭǎƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅƴƻǘŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΦ !ƳƻƴƎ 
the key issues addressed were the need for the Asia-Pacific region to come to terms 
with the rapid shifts in its strategic environment and the challenge to consolidate 
regional stability and to promote positive, predictable and peaceful relations among 
and between nations, especially the major powers. Additionally, the Prime Minister 
urged the region to be vigilant against extremists who were exploiting the latest 
communication technologies for propaganda and recruitment purposes. The full 
ǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ƛǎ ŀǇǇŜƴŘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ 
 
The search for security in Asia-Pacific: Implications for future stability 
 
Despite the growing salience of security threats that transcend the nation-state, 
challenges to order and stability in the Asia-Pacific region are intensifying. In the 
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search for security, the trends of exceptional optimism and growing number of 
uncertainties are pointing to an unfolding paradox in the region. Such characteristics 
are defining the new normal in the region as it undergoes a dynamic shift in the 
balance of power. 

/ƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ΨƘŜŘƎƛƴƎ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊΩ ǘƻ ƳƛƴƛƳƛǎŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ Ǌƛǎƪǎ 
and optimise economic benefits. However, in an environment of rising competition 
and strategic uncertainty, reciprocal hedging τ unless carefully and strategically    
managed τ runs the risks of leading to regional instability. The inevitable change in 
the balance of power points to the centrality of the US-Sino relationship and its 
wider implication on Asia-Pacific. If not properly managed by both the United States 
and China, the dynamics of this relationship can precipitate a shift towards more 
acute rivalry. This can happen, in spite of the optimistic economic growth and the 
ΨƎŜƻǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŀǇƛŘ ǊƛǎŜ ƻŦ /Ƙƛƴŀ ƘŀǊƴŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭΣ ǊǳƭŜǎ ōŀǎŜŘ 
ecosystem over the years.  
 
The increasing tension that is shifting the stability of the region is manifested in two 
ways. First, as the economic centre shifts towards the Asia-Pacific region, a new 
strategic locus is emerging in an increasingly multipolar order. This is seen in the 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǇŜǊǎǳŀŘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƴƻǘ Ƨƻƛƴ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ 
!ǎƛŀƴ LƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ .ŀƴƪ ό!LL.ύΦ {ŜŎƻƴŘƭȅΣ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ 
power and capability in cyber intrusion has also fuelled security competition and 
concerns in the region. This is taking root particularly in the current internal rifts 
within the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) that are attributable not 
Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ŀǎǎŜǊǘƛǾŜ ǊƛǎŜ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ǾƛƎƻǊƻǳǎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 
with the region. This new geopolitical struggle is exerting pressure on ASEAN due to 
its deep economic interdependence between the United States and China. An 
example of such unresolved differences can be seen in the South China Sea dispute. 
These developments are dramatically changing the dynamics of conflict prevention 
and conflict management in Asia-Pacific. 
 
Over the last year, relations between Japan and China have seen a few signals of 
compromise. Both nations are striving to improve ties through the increasing 
engagement in security dialogues. The efforts in establishing a reliable maritime 
communication mechanism as well as cooperating in creating a crisis management 
mechanism are attempts to address the new communication channels of both 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΦ WŀǇŀƴΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 
regional security are pointing to a closer alliance with the United States. The 2014 
US-Japan Defence Cooperation Guideline reflects these developments. 15 August 
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2015 marks the 70th anniversary of the end of the Second World War, and Japan 
plans to commemorate the occasion by reaffirming the previous statements of 
Prime Minister Murayama, made during the 50th anniversary in 1995. It should be 
ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ !ōŜΩǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ ŀ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 
challenge to any party but a commitment to the existing statements and 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΦ Lǘ ǿƛƭƭΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ōŜ ΨŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŜŘΩ ōȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
ΨŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǎǘŀƴŎŜΩ ƻƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎΦ 
 
A key issue for ensuring long term security in Asia-Pacific is the peaceful resolution 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ /Ƙƛƴŀ {Ŝŀ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜΦ tǊŜǎŜƴǘƭȅΣ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǇƻǎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ 
China Sea tend to dominate discussions and its commitment to a Code of Conduct 
remains opaque. ASEAN is seeking to accommodate these disputes as best as 
possible to prevent the rising instability from affecting maritime security concerns in 
the Asia-Pacific region. Arguably, it is counter productive for China to undermine 
Asia-tŀŎƛŦƛŎΩǎ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ƛƴ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻǇŜƴ ǎŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭ ƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ 
leaders ought to acknowledge the importance of balancing its global interest against 
ƛǘǎ ǎŜŎǘƻǊƛŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΦ 9ǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅΣ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ /Ƙƛƴŀ {Ŝŀ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜǘ ŀƴ 
important precedent for how the world sees what China does beyond that region. 
ASEAN too has a pivotal role in demonstrating greater unity in favour of non-
coercive approaches in dealing with this long-standing dispute.  
 
Another impact of the current dynamics in the strategic landscape of the South 
China Sea is that it is fostering opportunities for the need for external balancers 
ŦǊƻƳ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ WŀǇŀƴΣ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ŜǾŜƴ LƴŘƛŀ ƛƴ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ !{9!bΩǎ 
maritime security capacity. The role of such third parties in the complex power 
balance relationship comes in the form of joint military exercises and training, 
transfers of defence equipment, and networking capability especially to Vietnam 
and the Philippines as the critical front line states in this dispute. 
 
The future stability of Asia also depends on a functional regional security 
architecture and economic cooperation. A greater stake in the maintenance, 
prudence and discipline to invest in political capital is imperative to build a robust 
regional security architecture. ASEAN will have to play a critical role in the coming 
decade to retain its cohesion. In doing so, the European Union (EU) serves as an 
exemplary lesson in forging constructive and productive architecture, including how 
not to react to a crisis. ASEAN, and indeed other Asia-Pacific centric cooperative 
ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳǎΣ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ƴƻǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ 9¦Ωǎ ŘƛƳƛƴƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǊƻƭŜ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ 
ƛǘǎ ƎŜƻǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƛƴŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴŎŜΦ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŜƴŘƭŜǎǎ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘǎ τ whether 
large-scale or subregional τ seems to deny the alleged benefits and peace 
dividends brought about by deeper economic integration.   
 
/ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ƴŜǿ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ 
 
/Ƙƛƴŀ ƛǎ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ Ψŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳƻƴ 5ŜǎǘƛƴȅΩ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ 
ensure peaceful coexistence between different civilisations and development 
models in the region. This vision is built on two prominent features τ openness and 
ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ψǿƛƴ-ǿƛƴΩ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ τ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀƴ Ψ!ǎƛŀ ŦƻǊ !ǎƛŀΩΦ 
The idea is to establish a sustainable environment for long-term cooperation in 
development and security. Although the One Belt, One Road initiative is partially 
based on historical trade routes, it is not limited to countries along the Belt and 
wƻŀŘΦ {ƛƳƛƭŀǊƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ !LL. ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǘǊŀƴǎŎŜƴŘ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎΤ 
28 out of 57 members are not from the Asian region.  
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It is important to highlight, however, that the sustainability of these initiatives is 
dependent on the concepts of cooperation, equality and mutual benefits τ not just 
from its prime mover China τ but from all participants. The AIIB and One Belt, One 
Road initiatives must be seen as joint enablers for all participating countries. This is 
because the implementation of these initiatives is a long process that cannot be 
realised overnight, and efforts from China alone are simply not enough. Policy 
coordination and partnerships are vital as success depends on the readiness of 
other countries to embrace and work towards developing the initiatives.  
 
The circumstances for a Chinese-led cooperation today are also appropriate for 
mutual gains because there is a foundation to work on τ Beijing has formed closer 
trade and economic relations with its partners, as well as more dynamic people-to-
people relations. The latter is essential. China understands that soft power and 
diplomacy matter because economic ties alone do not guarantee long-term 
ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƴƻǊ Řƻ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ōǊƛƴƎ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ 
of Asian development and security is to not exclude those outside the Asia-Pacific 
region. These powers can play a role in ensuring peace and stability in the region, 
provided they respect the interests of countries in the region. In essence, Beijing 
understands that it has to find a way to work with the interdependent, globalised 
nature of the world we live in today. 
 
IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ .ŜƛƧƛƴƎΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ Ψ/ƻƳƳƻƴ 5ŜǎǘƛƴȅΩ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳŀǘƛŎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ 
ŀǎǎǳƳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ !ǎƛŀ ǿŀƴǘ ǿƘŀǘ /Ƙƛƴŀ ǿŀƴǘǎΦ ! Ψ/ƻƳƳƻƴ 5ŜǎǘƛƴȅΩ 
according to China has enormous implications for global geopolitics and the existing 
Asian political order. Beijing overlooks two key obstacles. First, most Asian countries 
prefer a policy of dualism in which they lean onto China for economic gains but look 
to the United States as a security guarantor τ almost a new status quo for some 
parts of the region. This is best reflected through the China-ASEAN relationship and 
the complexity of ties that its members have with both China and the United States. 
ASEAN member states enjoy major bilateral and trade relations yet they face 
territorial disputes with China in the South China Sea. For example, Vietnam and the 
Philippines face uncertainties with the rise of China due to its assertiveness in the 
{ƻǳǘƘ /Ƙƛƴŀ {ŜŀΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ǎƻƳŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ .ŜƛƧƛƴƎΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƭŀƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ 
are an example of how China views its rise as an entitlement to assert its will 
throughout the region. 
 
Second, other Asian countries have their own ambitions. By promoting a Chinese-
ƭŜŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ Ψ!ǎƛŀ ŦƻǊ !ǎƛŀΩΣ .ŜƛƧƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƛǘǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ 
and what Asian countries want to do on their own. India, for one, has a different 
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vision in mind for Asia τ one that is more expansionist and inclusive of global 
ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΦ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ aƻŘƛΩǎ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
Obama on freedom of navigation in the South China Sea is a prime example. Japan 
will always lean towards the United States, particularly if the Trans Pacific 
Partnership (TPP) is signed τ a mega free trade agreement that includes ASEAN 
members, namely Brunei Darussalam, Malaysia, Singapore and Vietnam. Other 
regional countries such as the Philippines, Thailand and South Korea are possible 
signatories in the future. The different policies and aspirations of these Asian states 
ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǎǳōǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƻ ŀ Ψ/ƻƳƳƻƴ 
5ŜǎǘƛƴȅΩΣ ŀǎ ŜƴǾƛǎƛƻƴŜŘ ōȅ /ƘƛƴŀΦ 
 
aƻǎǘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜǊǎ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
region demonstrates that it is ready to become, or at the least move close towards 
becoming, a regional leader. Although the AIIB and One Belt, One Road initiatives 
ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ōƭƻŎƪǎ ƻǊ ǎǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ ǎǘƻƴŜǎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ .ŜƛƧƛƴƎΩǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
rejuvenation, they also cannot succeed without equality and mutual benefits to all 
its stakeholders. It is comforting to note that this is something Beijing seems to 
recognise. However, the concern is that China assumes its national rejuvenation and 
perceived benign regional initiatives will be welcomed by all in Asia, and that its 
neighbours are not willing to venture out of Asia for various partnerships or have 
initiatives and aspirations of their own. Doing so risks destabilising the support 
Beijing needs to ensure the sustainability of its strategic initiatives. 
 
¢ƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴΩǎ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǊƻƭŜ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
security 
 
Much has been said about the apparent lack of common ground between the EU 
and ASEAN. However, the opposite is in fact true as the EU has remained and 
remains committed and engaged in this region in the areas of trade, diplomacy, 
humanitarian assistance and training and even on security matters. The EU has been 
a long-term dialogue partner of ASEAN, attended every ASEAN Regional Forum 
(ARF) and remains more active than ever before. The EU is committed to ASEAN, 
ASEAN security issues and that of the wider region.  
  
In a more globalised world, the regional problems and security threats faced are 
often reflective of the interconnected nature of world affairs today. This is especially 
so when dealing with non-traditional threats like terrorism, refugee crises and trans-
boundary crimes that threaten to spill into the realm of more traditional security 
threats. Different regions are facing variations of similar issues like dealing with war 
and economic migrants and refugees. Global cooperation and solutions are needed 
to effectively tackle these global problems. Here, the EU has a role to play. One 
must remember that the EU is not just an economic community. It is also a foreign 
policy community and security and defence provider, which is engaged in matters of 
security not just in Europe but around the world.  
 
The following three key features of the EU security architecture best illustrate the 
outlook, function and role of the EU in matters of security and how it can strengthen 
peace and security. First, the general values and principles of the EU itself. The 
organisation was set up with the aim of ending bloody wars and conflicts in Europe 
where up to 18 million and 60 million perished in World War One and Two 
respectively. It works to promote coordination among member states, promote 
peace, avoid conflicts and manage crises and disasters. The EU is a long-term and 
resource intensive effort. Its defence and security architecture include many 
elements besides its military such as legislative, peacebuilding and humanitarian 
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components. The use of military tools is part of a wider, diverse toolbox. This 
diversity is one of the many strengths of the institution and has seen its support 
increase globally.  
 
Second, the makeup of the EU security architecture itself is defined by the EU 
Council and the councils of defence and foreign ministers. These councils that 
oversee a coordinating working body manage the foreign and defence aspects of 
the EU, including crisis management. Democracy and consensus is a feature of this 
working body where each state has an equal vote. The military body consists of 28 
defence chiefs of member states and is the highest defence body within the EU. As 
different members have different security and defence threat perceptions and 
concerns, flexibility and discussions are a constant feature of the overall EU security 
architecture. The working and military bodies constantly work in partnership with 
other institutions and organisations including the African Union (AU) and ASEAN. 
Regional forums on security matters are an important platform to develop a better 
understanding of the EU security architecture.       
 
The third feature is the growing EU engagement in matters of security both inside 
and outside Europe. The EU has launched up to 32 missions in Europe, Africa, the 
Middle East and North Africa and Asia since 2003. A key operation that took place in 
Southeast Asia was the support given to Aceh after the 2004 Indian Ocean 
earthquake and tsunami. The EU also plays a major role in the western Indian Ocean 
and Gulf of Aden, protecting the sea lanes against pirates. This proved to be a major 
success story for the EU with major pirate attacks notably reduced since 2012. In 
Africa, the EU is involved with building up the Somali infrastructure and domestic 
coast guard forces. It still has a military and civilian presence in Mali and the Central 
African Republic, where it led a yearlong bridging operation to stabilise the locality 
on behalf of the United Nations. The EU also continues to financially contribute to 
and train the AU to manage its own security initiatives. In Europe, a new and 
growing concern is that of the migrant and refugee crisis in the Mediterranean. 
While the EU is committed to aiding and rescuing refugees, it will be soon 
embarking on operations to detect and disrupt smuggling networks in North Africa.   
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There are 18 partner countries that are actively contributing to or work closely with 
the EU security efforts globally. They include South Korea, China, Japan, Australia 
and even some South American countries. This number looks set to grow.  
 

Besides closer cooperation, strategic dialogue is a key approach in identifying 
problems and solutions as countries continue to face similar threats in a more 
ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ȅŜǘ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŜŘ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ΨрŎΩǎΩ τ capabilities, comprehensiveness, 
cohesiveness, cooperation and credibility τ that are the greatest strengths of the 
EU security architecture and make it attractive to partners and friends from outside 
the EU. Indeed, the EU will not be withdrawing from its responsibilities but will 
continue to work together with other countries and institutions towards a more 
secure, cooperative and prosperous world, including in Southeast Asia and the 
wider region.      
 

ASEAN beyond 2015: What does it mean to be a community? 
 
On 31 December 2015, the ASEAN Community declaration will come into effect, 
ŦƻǊƳŀƭƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭΣ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎŀƭƭȅ 
vibrant collective of nation-states. With high expectations of the ASEAN Community 
post-2015, ASEAN member states need to have a clear vision of the way forward, in 
order to navigate the challenges and opportunities in the coming decade.  
 

!ƴ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ 
!{9!bΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǘǊŀƧŜŎǘƻǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜ 9ŀǎǘ !ǎƛŀƴ ƳƻƴŜǘŀǊȅ ŎǊƛǎƛǎ ƛƴ мффт ǎǇŀǊƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
transformation of ASEAN from a loose regional association to a more robust and 
integrated community. Key member states of ASEAN τ Thailand, Malaysia, the 
Philippines and Indonesia τ were severely affected by the crisis, and the idea of 
regional economic cooperation was proposed by Singapore. In the 2003 Bali 
Summit, ASEAN leaders expanded the notion beyond economic cooperation and 
endorsed a balanced concept of community-building based on three pillars: the 
ASEAN Political and Security Community (APSC), the ASEAN Economic Community 
(AEC), and the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community (ASCC). 
 

A new ASEAN Charter was thus prepared in 2007 and came into force in December 
2008, establishing the legal and institutional framework of ASEAN. The principles 
and purposes of the three pillars were elaborated in the ASEAN Charter and the 
Roadmap for an ASEAN Community 2009ς2015, which contains blueprints for each 
of the pillars.  
 

Although the launch of the ASEAN Community was originally set in 2020, it was later 
brought forward to 2015 because of the importance of regional integration. 
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Based on the report of the Secretary General of ASEAN at the 25th ASEAN Summit in 
November 2014, preparations for the implementation of the APSC, AEC and ASCC 
were progressing well, with 85 per cent, 82 per cent and 97 per cent of the targets 
met respectively. However, the statistics alone do not tell the whole story because 
substantive contents of the blueprints are varied. In reality, achieving consensus on 
the remaining action lines will be a monumental task for the ASEAN member states 
in the year ahead. At the moment, the implementation of the Roadmap for an 
ASEAN Community 2009ς2015 is still predominantly focused on the economic pillar. 
Progress on the political-security and socio-cultural pillars, which also happen to be 
the most contentious parts of the ASEAN Community, is still slow and needs to be 
hastened. 
 
The three pillars also face various challenges in implementation. For political and 
security cooperation, a contentious area is that of political development τ in 
particular, the promotion of democracy and human rights. This originates from the 
highly diverse nature of national and domestic politics in the region where different 
states practise different political and administrative systems. On economic 
integration, the most difficult to achieve is the free flow of services due to the need 
to develop wholly new standards. There are also issues of non-tariff barriers to be 
ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀƳƻƴƎ !{9!bΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŀƴ ǳƴŜǾŜƴ 
competitive field among members that are at the early stages of development. On 
socio-cultural cooperation, the focus is on investment in education and human 
resource development τ areas that tie in with larger economic development 
conditions. These are sectors that were previously national concerns, a role that 
ASEAN has yet to penetrate or have much experience in. Other core issues outlined 
include those of social justice and community rights and environmental 
sustainability, all of which ASEAN needs to comprehensively work out. 
 
A key criticism that has been levelled against ASEAN, and one that the organisation 
itself acknowledges, is the lack of a people-centric aspect to its community-building. 
This needs to be addressed and rectified to ensure that ASEAN does not become a 
predominantly elite-defined community. The blueprint of the ASCC is the only one 
ǘƘŀǘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ !{9!bΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅΦ Lǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ олл ŀŎǘƛƻƴ 
lines under the six characteristics τ human development, social welfare and 
protection, social justice and rights, ensuring environmental sustainability, building 
the ASEAN identity, and narrowing the development gap. However, the ASCC is 
often seen as an afterthought beyond the first two pillars and it is important for 
ASEAN to dispel that notion. The ASCC will only succeed with a people-centric 
approach. The organisation must redouble its efforts to obtain sufficient buy-in from 
!{9!bΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǿƛƭƭ 
behind the ASCC to sustain the ASEAN Community in the long term. 
 
What then is the way forward for ASEAN and her people? Unity among member 
states is more important now than ever τ especially in dealing with intra- and  
extra-regional issues and challenges. For example, developments in the South China 
Sea dispute and the recent Rohingya refugee crisis affect the whole of ASEAN, or at 
least significant parts of the region. Member states need to work together to 
ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳǎΦ !{9!b ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ΨƪŜŜǇ ƛǘǎ ŜȅŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ōŀƭƭΩ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƴǎƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ ǳƴƛǘŜŘ Ŝƴǘƛǘȅ ŀǎ 
originally envisaged, especially when dealing with large, external powers outside 
ASEAN that compete for influence within Southeast Asia.  
 
As ASEAN moves closer to becoming a community, it continues to face challenges in 
balancing national sovereignty with transnational concerns in a diverse socio-
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cultural landscape. Here, ASEAN needs to decide whether it wants to amend the 
ASEAN Charter to remove certain constraints or to work on other instruments such 
as the existing blueprints to strengthen such protections and identities. The ASEAN 
community-building process is a long and onerous one, considering that ASEAN 
member states are still working on nation-building within their own countries. The 
three pillars need to complement each other and work together in an integrated 
manner, an approach that is still lacking at the moment.   
 
The maritime domain: Strengthening stability, promoting confidence 
 
The concept of the maritime domain in Asia, especially its future, appears to be in 
ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴΦ tǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ ΨǇǳōƭƛŎ ƎƻƻŘǎΩ τ unclaimed 
by any party. Countries worked together to ensure the administration of sea lanes, 
to address piracy and safety concerns, and to deal with environmental challenges. 
Besides national boundaries and Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) claims, no one 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŜǾŜǊ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ΨƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΩ ƻǊ ƻǾŜǊǘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ 
developments over the last decade have seen this notion slowly changing. The 
geopolitical situation today is such that the sea is now considered as a strategic 
asset that needs to be controlled. 
 
Three factors can be considered as the driving force for this gradual change. The 
first is the competition to secure access to energy sources at sea, due to the growing 
needs of regional countries for energy to fuel economic development. The second 
factor is the unresolved maritime-based territorial disputes, which if not managed 
well, would become a source of serious regional tension in the region. The third 
factor is the growing prospect of naval rivalry among major and regional powers. 
 
In light of these developments, competing states in the Asia-Pacific region are 
hedging by purchasing more defensive and offensive naval assets to protect or 
enforce their maritime claims. Submarines, which serve as force deterrents, anti-
access platforms and force multipliers, are gaining increasing popularity among the 
Southeast Asian navies. Under the pretext of responding effectively to humanitarian 
assistance and disaster relief (HADR) missions, Southeast Asian navies are building 
or acquiring expeditionary and amphibious capabilities such as the Multi-Role 
Support Ship (MRSS), which in some cases go far beyond HADR purposes to include 
the projection of naval power and anti-access duties to preclude intervention from 
the sea. 
 
Despite the financial crises in 1997 and 2007, naval acquisitions have continued 
unabated and naval modernisation remains a high priority in the national agenda, 
buttressed by the current economic growth. The collective spending by Southeast 
Asian countries has increased from USD 14.4 billion in 2004 to USD 35.5 billion in 
2013 based on the report of the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute 
(SIPRI), an increase of 147 per cent during the period. By 2016, regional military 
expenditure is projected to exceed USD 40 billion. 
 
This slow shift from cooperation towards a zero-sum, winner-takes-all attitude by 
large powers has caused and will cause adverse repercussions overall. Tensions in 
the maritime domain are on the rise, leading to the higher possibility of incidents 
caused by miscalculations and misunderstandings. Stakeholders would be wise to 
remember that global economic prosperity depends on how we use the sea to 
promote trade flows, the sustainability of economic growth, and how contesting 
parties manage maritime border delimitations. In order to further enhance 
maritime cooperation between regional countries especially in the disputed 
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maritime domain of the South China Sea, concrete steps at the Track 1 and Track 2 
levels have been initiated to cultivate trust and confidence. 

 
At the Track 1 level, to achieve progress towards a code of conduct (COC) in the 
{ƻǳǘƘ /Ƙƛƴŀ {ŜŀΣ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƻƴŜǎƛŀƴ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΩǎ ΨCƻǊƳǳƭŀ оҌмΩ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
has been recommended for adoption by the ARF consists of: (i) confidence-building 
measures and joint development mechanism to build trust among all parties; (ii) 
conflict prevention mechanisms to prevent the occurrence of incidents in the South 
China Sea; and (iii) crisis management mechanisms to handle and manage incidents 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻŎŎǳǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ /Ƙƛƴŀ {ŜŀΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ Ψtƭǳǎ мΩ ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ 
ŎƻƴŘǳŎƛǾŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ /h/ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ΨŜŀǊƭȅ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘΩ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ 
as the initiative of hotlines between ASEAN and China in handling emergencies in 
the South China Sea and cooperation in the field of search and rescue (SAR) for 
distressed vessels at sea. 
 
Meanwhile, it appears that China has officially adopted a dual track approach on the 
South China Sea issue. Firstly, relevant disputes should be addressed by countries 
directly concerned through consultations and negotiations. Secondly, China and 
ASEAN should make joint efforts in maintaining peace and stability through mutual 
understanding and accommodation, and through putting aside differences in favour 
of joint economic ventures. A platform to embark on this is the Maritime Silk Road 
initiative, proposed by Chinese President Xi Jinping in 2013. It is currently seeing 
some traction in the region. In order to advance the initiative, a China-ASEAN 
Maritime Cooperation Fund was also set up with three billion yuan in funding for 
the development of the maritime economy, environment, fishery, and salvage and 
communications at sea. 
 
At the Track 2 level, the Centre for Strategic and International Studies in Indonesia 
and the Hainan-based Centre for South China Sea Studies have collaborated to 
provide an informal mechanism for scholars, officials and other stakeholders to 
discuss maritime domain issues and challenges facing the region in their private 
capacities. This collaboration takes place through four working groups focusing on: 
(i) the implementation of the declaration on the COC; (ii) the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS); (iii) maritime security; and (iv) the 
drafting of the COC. 
 
Last but not least, further Track 2 efforts are carried out by the Council for Security 
Cooperation in the Asia Pacific (CSCAP). The CSCAP has consistently set up a number 
of study and expert groups to discuss maritime issues. Two most recent issues that 
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were discussed included principles for good order at sea and the Harmonisation of 
Aeronautical and Maritime Search and Rescue. Such efforts should be further 
multiplied and intensified to promote confidence and ensure a stable maritime 
environment in Asia and the Pacific.   
 
Cyber conflict: A question of when or if? 
 
Unlike Northeast Asia τ who have been discussing cyberwar and cyberwarfare 
issues for a while τ stakeholders in Southeast Asia have only just begun to explore 
these phrases and concepts. The bulk of attention in Southeast Asia has been 
focused on more malicious technical issues such as malware or viruses. Strategic 
cyber security, however, moves beyond the technical protection of systems. The 
increasing civilian and military overlaps challenge the traditional understanding of 
security and warfare with implications for related policies. Though a cyber conflict is 
not likely to produce body bags, the damage it can cost a state is capable of 
crippling the connected nation. Most nations, especially developed, connected 
nations, are worried about cyber conflicts and are making preparations to not just 
contain and deter such attacks but to respond in kind.   
 
{ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ǊŜƭƛŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ŎȅōŜǊǎǇŀŎŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŜŘ ōȅ ƴƻǊƳǎΦ hǳǊ ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ 
cyberspace infrastructure has yet to be perfected as governments may have 
excluded pertinent stakeholders from strategic dialogue. This vulnerability makes 
cyberspace an easy target for penetration. States that do not fully recognise the 
infrastructure related to cyberspace τ such as submarine cables τ are vulnerable 
to cyber attacks. It seems only natural for conflicts to occur in cyberspace, as they 
do on land, sea, air and outer space. As long as there is a penchant for war, a cyber 
conflict will be a matter of when. Moreover, deterrence against cyber attacks is 
deemed impossible and it is extremely problematic to identify the source or sources 
of attacks, priming cyberspace as a useful tool for states. 
 
However, there are two pertinent issues of definitions in the cyber conflict 
vocabulary. The first concerns attribution while the second is in the multiplicity of 
attacks that can be made from cyberspace. 
 
In April 2007, Estonia experienced three weeks of distributed denial-of-service 
attacks. The attacks began with a denial of access to government and political party 
websites. Then, news sites were targeted, where systems outside Estonia 
overwhelmed the digital based infrastructures. To function, these news sites had to 
block international traffic, preventing Estonia from informing the international 
community of their attack. By May 10, the attack had escalated and an Estonian 
bank, Hansabank, lost its Internet-ōŀǎŜŘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ōŀƴƪΩǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ 
automated teller machines were also severed. The carefully orchestrated attacks 
ƘŀŘ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ 9ǎǘƻƴƛŀΩǎ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ ǿƛǊŜŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǘȅ 
of its information infrastructure. 
 
Though the attack on Estonia can clearly be seen as an attack, the incident does not 
declare the identity of the assailant. The virtual realm is shared by both civil and 
military users, making plausible deniability a tempting fog of war between      
nations τ especially those desiring to leverage on the asymmetrical battlefield.  
 
Cyber attacks too range from verbal or linguistic to criminal behaviour to privacy 
ƛƴǾŀǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅ ƻŦ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎȅōŜǊǎǇŀŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ 
attacks vary in devastation, which proves a challenge in determining which cyber 
attack leads to a cyber conflict. There is also a difference between cyber security 
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and information security. Policies made intent on content regulation and theoretical 
notions enjoy the ambiguity of such definitions.  
 
Therefore, the definitions a nation chooses to base its cyber security policies on are 
anchored in its own national interest. Conflicts in cyberspace are increasingly 
reflected in physical, real-world geopolitical issues. As such, if escalated, cyber 
conflicts are expected to eventually manifest in kinetic warfare.   

A key point to understand about cyber conflicts is that they are not natural 
occurrences outside other conflicts. Hence, steps can be taken to prevent cyber 
conflicts from occurring or escalating. The first is to ensure that incidents in 
cyberspace remain contained and do not escalate. Second, states should avoid 
inflicting devastating cyber attacks as they may draw a real-world response. Third, 
as cyber conflicts are dependent on real geopolitical conditions, the absence of 
kinetic military conflict will ensure cyber conflicts do not occur. Lastly, futility is a 
form of deterrence, where perpetrators have to be shown that ultimately, cyber 
conflicts will not bear any long-term positive results. 
 
Mechanisms to reduce the possibility of cyber conflicts are anchored in diplomacy, 
transparency and trust-building τ maintaining geopolitical stability, encouraging 
confidence-building measures, and developing a common understanding of 
international norms in cyberspace. International laws also need to be amended to 
make them applicable to cyberspace. Additionally, international alliances, where 
nation-states and international institutions address transborder attacks, will also 
ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǊŜƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨŎȅōŜǊ-ŦƻƎΩ ƻŦ ǿŀǊΦ  
 
New security frontiers: The resource nexus challenge 
 
Global consumption of natural resources continues to increase every year. The Asia-
Pacific region contributes significantly to this increase with the region set to 
continue undergoing sustained economic growth and urbanisation. However, the 
understanding of the impact of resources on strategic concerns remains complex 
due to interlinkages across the different resources τ land, energy, food, water and 
minerals τ where changes in one resource can have unintended consequences and 
repercussions on other resources. With the impacts of the exploitation of natural 
resources to environmental degradation becoming more pronounced, its linkages to 
human security are also becoming more evident. As resources become increasingly 
scarce, questions on whether resources have τ or should have τ strategic 
dimensions are at the core of the resource security debate. 
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In Asia-Pacific, access to and competition for natural resources have been the major 
drivers of strategic intervention. The resurgence of territorial and maritime disputes 
in the South China Sea is exacerbated by the lure of natural resources, such as 
hydrocarbon reserves and fishing grounds, around the islands. Water will arguably 
be the most contested resource with all the important Asian economies being in or 
near conditions of water stress. Additionally, most rivers in Asia are international 
rivers and most countries are dependent on cross flows. Deliberate actions by 
upstream countries as a strategic intervention can disrupt water flows downstream, 
and change the quality of the water. This in turn will affect the quality of the food 
and agricultural practices downstream. Water shortages have also prompted Asian 
countries to lease farmland, leading to a 21st century land grab. These scenarios 
demonstrate the strategic dimensions of the complex resource nexus challenge with 
many resources straddling international boundaries and powerful state actors as 
well as multiple resources with potentially damaging consequences for 
neighbouring states. 
 
Market forces can play a major role in being both a driver to the resource challenges 
as well as a mechanism to provide a high degree of resource security. The latter is 
evident since the beginning of the century which saw, for example, minerals 
effectively being regulated by markets. With the Chinese economic boom resulting 
in an increase of demand and prices of minerals, markets responded by increasing 
the efficiency of the use of and economisation of natural resources. This eventually 
resulted in an oversupply of minerals with ample security for importing countries 
and demonstrated that market mechanisms for tradeable resources can provide a 
high degree of resource security.  
 
However, markets can also contribute to exacerbating resource security challenges 
where action in one country in one resource could have repercussions in another 
country in another resource. For example, a switch to biofuels in Europe can affect 
agriculture, land and biodiversity in Asia while the growth of electric vehicles in Asia 
may promote lithium mining in Peru. These challenges can create or accentuate 
security concerns such as social and political tensions if left solely to the market. 
Essentially, good markets require government intervention to correct market 
distortions but whether tradeable resources warrant strategic intervention is 
debated. 
 

The mismanagement of natural resources can also result in human security 
challenges. Corrupt practices in the Sahel region demonstrated how food and water 
shortages can lead to migration and other social tensions. These challenges are not 
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limited to rural areas and developing countries but also affect developed and urban 
areas. The search for shale gas in Texas, for example, has led to confrontations 
between its producers and farmers competing for adequate water supplies. The 
worst impacts of these poor production practices are often being felt by people 
living in the margins of existence and the most vulnerable communities. As the 
fastest growing region in the world, Asia-tŀŎƛŦƛŎΩǎ ŜȄǇƭƻƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƛǎ 
contributing to environmental degradation, and if unmitigated, will potentially 
result in serious consequences on the ground with direct and indirect impacts on 
human security. 
 

Answering the resource nexus challenge requires a holistic and integrated 
governance of resources. It entails utilising the nexus approach across five different 
sets of resources τ land, energy, food, water and minerals. One major challenge is 
breaking down existing silo mentalities and practices in policymaking and 
strategising across different resource profiles, involving multiple stakeholders both 
intra- and inter-state.  
 

Asian economies cannot sustain their impressive economic growth without 
addressing and mitigating the resource challenge. With historical evidence 
demonstrating that strategic and military intervention on natural resources can lead 
to damaging consequences along with it not being the most cost effective strategy, 
ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƳŜ !ǎƛŀΩǎ ǎƘŀǊǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ 
competition. A balance between rights and obligations should be at the heart of 
building a harmonious cooperative relationship in all resource issues where 
advantages of resource cooperation outweigh the duties and responsibilities. This 
requires all stakeholders to commit and redouble efforts in increasing 
understanding and information on the nature of the resource challenge, promote 
the resolution of disputes, and incentivise the desired behaviours. 
 

The geopolitics of economic partnership arrangements in Asia-Pacific 
 

Stemming the slowdown in global trade is the main impetus behind the proliferation 
of Economic Partnership Arrangements (EPAs) in recent time given that trade has 
been one of the main engines of economic growth in the Asia-Pacific region. Of the 
plethora of EPAs, the most well-known is the TPP agreement, currently entering its 
final stage of negotiations. Its comprehensive and ambitious agenda has taken the 
centre stage in debates and forums around the region.  
 
¢ƘŜ ¢ttΩǎ ōƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ ǿƛŘŜ ǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǎŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎŜǘ ǘƛƳŜƭƛƴŜ 
for trade liberalisation, sets it apart from the other EPAs whose agreements are 
largely based on voluntary action and flexible timelines. As the argument goes, the 
TPP would dismantle trade barriers more effectively and hence provide a more 
conductive environment for the trade in goods and services and investments to 
flourish. 
 
While all EPAs benefit the economy albeit at varying degrees, there could also be 
unintended negative consequences. By the nature of its rules and regulations, the 
twelve economies that make up the TPP could end up imposing discriminatory 
practices and regulations against non-members, particularly smaller closed market 
economies. On the other hand EPAs such as the Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership (RCEP) take into account the developmental stages of a member 
country, making it less likely to lead to conditions that widen the income gap among 
its members. In an ASEAN context, the Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership (RCEP) could assist in narrowing the development gap among its 
members while the TPP could hinder such efforts. 
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When speaking of the TPP, some argue that the United States is not actually the 
original architect of the arrangement. That honour belongs to Singapore, New 
Zealand, Chile and Brunei, four comparatively small Asia-Pacific countries. 
Nevertheless, once it embraced the TPP and adopted it as a key pillar of its 
rebalancing towards Asia, the United States τ along with other major Asia-Pacific 
stakeholders τ has been driving the progress and shape of the TPP.   
 
As discussions on the TPP continue, so do the criticisms. While the TPP is technically 
ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ŀƭƭΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ !ǎƛŀΩǎ ōƛƎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŜǎ τ China, India and Indonesia, among 
others τ prefer to adopt a wait and see approach before making any firm 
commitment on the TPP. Additionally, its determined drive to create free trade the 
like of which the region has not seen before, could potentially damage domestic 
economic interests of some countries τ even those currently in negotiation τ 
making it harder for governments to garner domestic support for joining such an 
arrangement.  
 
Another criticism is that while the TPP fosters closer economic ties among its 
members, it is likely to alter existing trade and investment trends including the all-
important global supply chain at the expense of non-members such as China. China 
is projected to lose as much as USD 34.8 billion due to trade and investment 
diversions should the TPP come into full effect. What then are the long-term 
implications of this negative impact on the Chinese economy? Surely it would create 
a significant impact on the regional and global economies that are so heavily 
ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻƴ /Ƙƛƴŀ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ 
 
It is not surprising, therefore, that some would view the TPP as another US effort to 
ΨŎƻƴǘŀƛƴΩ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ǊƛǎŜΦ tŜǊŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘƛǎΣ /Ƙƛƴŀ Ƙŀǎ 
ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŜǇŜƴŜŘ ƛǘǎ ōƛƭŀǘŜǊŀƭ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ !{9!b ǿƘƛƭŜ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴƛƴƎ ΨǊƛǾŀƭΩ 
regional EPAs such as the RCEP (the ASEAN-10 plus its six free trade partners, 
excluding the United States) and the Free Trade Area of the Asia-Pacific (FTAAP). In 
addition, China has also ramped up its AIIB and One Belt, One Road initiatives in 
order to increase its leadership role within the region.   
 
If the development of EPAs in the region devolves into another avenue of US-China 
rivalry for power, ASEAN could face a challenging time as four of its members are 
currently in the midst of negotiating the TPP while two more have expressed 
interest. Coupled with potential economic discriminatory effects of the TPP, ASEAN 
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could find its unity and centrality under serious pressure. The differences between 
the TPP standards and those of other regional EPAs also beg the question whether 
these EPAs are complimentary or competitive agreements. The answer depends on 
whether there will be any eventual convergence among the EPAs in terms of the 
standards among the trade agreements.  
 
!ŘǾƻŎŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢tt ŀǊƎǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ttΩǎ 
ΨƎƻƭŘŜƴ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΩ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ 9t!ǎ 
and applied across the region and beyond. In essence, the TPP would serve as the 
basis for a global EPA, a replacement for the stalled Doha Round talks. Such a 
development could lead to continuing rapid expansion of international trade, 
ensuring τ in theory τ global economic growth.  
 
For small and medium countries heavily dependent on trade, risk aversion is a 
particularly compelling reason to participate in such EPAs. In this scenario, concerns 
about the costs of not joining, rather than considerations of its potential benefits, 
are likely to be a bigger deciding factor in the decision to join. For these economies, 
ƛǘ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǇǊǳŘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ŀ ΨƘŜŘƎŜŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 
ƛƴǘŜǊŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜΩ ƻǊ ΨƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ-ƛƴǘŜǊŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜΩ ƻǾŜǊ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎȅ ƻƴ ŀ 
single entity. The ultimate consideration for most decision makers is providing for 
the economic future of a country, whether it be job creation, better income 
distribution, bigger market access or increased economic efficiency.  
 
When all is said and done, however, the road towards a regional economic 
integration in Asia-Pacific, regardless of which EPA path taken, is full of challenges. 
These mainly originate from a combination of factors τ a contentious regional 
history, perceived lack of political leadership in Asia and an overbearing leadership 
from the West, simmering conflicts in the East and South China Seas, the ups and 
downs of US-China relations and their impact on the region, difficult negotiations 
for existing EPAs and domestic opposition to EPAs. For the short and medium term, 
a pluralistic EPA scenario, where multiple rules and regulations coexist, seems likely 
to prevail. 
 
Surveying the Southeast Asian political terrain 
 
In a region as diverse and dynamic as Southeast Asia, the sometimes cloudy linkages 
between domestic and regional political shifts are among the more interesting 
issues that regional scholars and observers keep tabs on. This relationship is argued 
ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ΨŎŀǳǎŜ-and-ŜŦŦŜŎǘΩ ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ 
political structure of individual countries τ as exemplified most recently by 
Indonesia and Myanmar τ considered as the new major force or trend in Southeast 
!ǎƛŀΩǎ ǿƛŘŜǊ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘǊŀƧŜŎǘƻǊȅΦ 
 
There are three variables that can structurally establish the link between the two. 
These are the application of democratic systems and values, the level of 
nationalism, and external views on Southeast Asian politics. 
 
The application of a more open democracy primarily contributes to the widening 
ǎǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ 
demands for better, more accountable governance in various Southeast Asian 
countries. Closely tied to that is the rising nationalism in several countries as 
triggered by populist leaders or anti-establishment movements. Combined, they 
ŘŜǇƛŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ ŀǎǎŜǊǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ 
and ability to influence governance in the political realm have increased 
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tremendously. This is exemplified in the real world by the fact that Southeast Asian 
citizens are becoming more politically active in recent years. The third variable 
differs slightly from these previous two as it mainly deals with the images and 
standards generated by foreign perspectives on Southeast Asia. These contribute to 
the norms to which governments are pressured to conform, thus influencing the 
ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ ƛƴ ŀ ƴƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜ ǿŀȅΦ   
 

 
The three variables allow observers to ascertain the likely shape of political 
transformation, albeit in non-exhaustive ways, that Southeast Asian countries might 
go through in the near future. Together they present a challenge to the opinions of 
those who see the rise of Southeast Asia in a simplistic manner, devoid of any 
thematic depth that underlies the political complexion of individual countries. 
 
No country captures this transformation image more accurately than Indonesia. Last 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ 
incumbent running, a first in Indonesia. The impact of this intense competition can 
still be felt today as the country is witnessing a divided legislature, which poses 
problematic challenges to policymaking. Furthermore, the return of an opposition 
party to the highest levels of governance sent the message that accession to power 
was only possible through legitimate election. It also demonstrated how citizens 
ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ΨǇǳƴƛǎƘΩ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǎŎŀƴŘŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƛǎǊǳƭŜΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƎŜ ŘǊƻǇ 
of votes for the previously governing Partai Demokrat. Additionally, it bore the fruit 
ƻŦ LƴŘƻƴŜǎƛŀΩǎ ŘŜŎŜƴǘǊŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ǿƘŜǊŜƛƴ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ Ŏŀƴ ƴƻǿ 
compete and walk away as the victor in a national election. Lastly, it revealed a 
growing active participation of the younger generation in the entire election process 
and not just as voters. 
 
While commendable, these developments are not without their own problems. A 
divided government means that President Joko Widodo must struggle to secure 
opposition support for each initiative. Concurrently, he needed to manage his 
power relations with the chairman of his own party, Megawati Sukarnoputri, who 
ushered him into office in the first place. Moreover, despite the widely praised 
democratic values of the last election, Indonesian political parties remain as the 
most undemocratic institutions in the country. Nevertheless, when it comes to 
setting the standard for further dynamic democratisation, Indonesia comes on top 
as the potential game-ŎƘŀƴƎŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀǊŜƴŀΦ 
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Myanmar, however, is a different story altogether. The second quarter of 2015 saw 
the latest humanitarian crisis to befall the much persecuted Rohingya people, in 
which thousands of them were stranded drifting on the seas after they were denied 
entry to Malaysia, Indonesia and Thailand. Their Islamic faith, distinct Rohingya 
language and foreign physical appearance τ they are often accused of being 
Bangladeshi illegal immigrants τ have all been singled out as the main factors 
behind the failure of integration, leading to decades of discrimination. These 
tensions between the Rohingyas and the Buddhist Burmese majority are 
ŜȄŀŎŜǊōŀǘŜŘ ōȅ .ǳŘŘƘƛǎǘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎǘǎΩ ŦŀǊ-right discourse and actions that muster 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǊŜƧŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƛƳƻǎƛǘȅ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƛƴƻǊƛǘȅΦ !ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘΣ ŜǘƘƴƛŎ 
boundaries are rigorously policed to maintain the alienation of the Rohingya people 
and persecution of or impingement on their religious rights. A small fraction of 
Rohingyas in Bangladesh face a roughly similar marginalisation from the 
government and local people, who deem the minority to be an alien component in 
.ŀƴƎƭŀŘŜǎƘΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΦ  
 
The first step to resolving this issue is for Myanmar and Bangladesh to acknowledge 
that they bear joint responsibility for the fate of the Rohingyas, whether they like it 
ƻǊ ƴƻǘΦ 9ȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀ ΨƳŀƎƛŎŀƭ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΩ ōȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ !{9!b ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ƻǊ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ŀ ōƭƛƴŘ 
ŜȅŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ψōƻŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩ ŎǊƛǎŜǎ ƻŦ aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀΣ LƴŘƻƴŜǎƛŀ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŀƛƭŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ ǇǊƻƭƻƴƎǎ ǘƘŜ 
suffering of the Rohingyas. Myanmar and Bangladesh must engage in regional and 
international diplomacy to mitigate the current problem. This effort must be 
endowed with effectiveness, practicality and optimism on the part of all the 
countries involved in the dynamics, including those who have been providing 
temporary settlement to illegal Rohingya immigrants. Failure-aversion and a goal-
oriented attitude must be staunchly reinforced in executing a potential solution. 
 
Calibrating the design of the Asia-Pacific security architecture   
 
For observers of the Asia-Pacific geopolitical landscape, a key factor when it comes 
to the regional security architecture is the growing rivalry between the United 
{ǘŀǘŜǎ  ŀƴŘ /ƘƛƴŀΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦{ ΨǊŜōŀƭŀƴŎŜΩ ƛƴ ƳƛŘ-
2011. These developments have altered how regional actors look at the 
international relations dimension as a whole. With the status quos being challenged 
by both the United States and China, other stakeholders τ from rising middle 
powers to smaller states to regional multilateral institutions like ASEAN τ are 
inevitably feeling the heat.  
 
A key conundrum that observers face is in classifying the type of tensions that the 
region is going through τ will it be similar to rivalries prior to the World Wars or 
another US-Soviet Cold War? Or is the current US-China rivalry in the Asia-Pacific 
region an entirely new type of competition, one in which its exact nature is still 
unknown? Is there a possibility of an all-out destructive rivalry, or can the great 
powers incorporate their strengths and work towards a mutually beneficial 
outcome? 
 
In a post-/ƻƭŘ ²ŀǊ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎŜ ΨǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΩ ƛƴ 
order to ensure lasting peace and effective conflict management. However, it is also 
undeniable that despite years of tremendous efforts to nurture this desired security 
cooperation, most states τ especially the larger powers τ are still engaged in or 
heavily concerned about geopolitical rivalries. While it is understandable for states 
to prioritise their national interest and sovereignty, there needs to be a realisation 
that the cost of abandoning or intentionally neglecting any multilateral security 
cooperation will be extremely high.  
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A key factor in calibrating the design of the Asia-Pacific security architecture is the 
need to foster more systematic dialogues and trust-building measures among 
states. The main intention is to inculcate the spirit and practice of dialoguing with 
ƻƴŜΩǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊǎΣ ƴƻǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜƳΦ Lƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
relations coupled with strategic transitions along the years, many security 
architectures have been established to adapt to the ever changing geopolitical 
environment. 
 
The idea of a consociational security order (CSO) developed by the scholar Amitav 
Acharya best explains how interconnectedness can deter the conflicts by bringing 
together socio-politics, security and economic elements under the single roof of a 
cooperative security umbrella. At the same time, a CSO does not in any way hinder 
the essence of collective identities or shared-values in avoiding conflicts. Still, it is 
imperative for countries to recognise that conflict avoidance comes hand in hand 
with more material growth and development. Intertwining in nature, pacts 
established under the idea of a CSO often act as the mechanism that gives states no 
choice but to avoid conflict with each other to ensure lasting benefits. 
 
DƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǘŜƴǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΣ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ 
considered ideal and need to be tweaked or changed altogether. The scopes of 
existing architectures, in particular, are being questioned by scholars and observers. 
With more global challenges emerging, there is a dire need for more serious and 
frequent discussion of the necessity for a broader narrative of values, norms and 
organising principles that currently regulate state-to-state interactions.  
 
¢ŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !{9!b 5ŜŦŜƴŎŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎΩ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ό!5aaύ 
for example, how does the ADMM effectively deal with matters beyond their 
ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴΚ Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ŎƻƴǘŜƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ !{9!bΩǎ ŎƘŜǊƛǎƘŜŘ ƴƻƴ-interference 
policy when there are disputes between its members? The Thailand-Cambodia 
border dispute and the South China Sea dispute are but two examples that have 
plenty of historical baggage and no permanent solution in sight.  
 
Admittedly however, in such complex matters, there will be no security architecture 
that is completely error free or that expounds a seemingly perfect transformative 
character. Such faults are exacerbated by the absence of inter-institutional 
coordination, which is a stumbling block to a sturdy regional security architecture. 
Nevertheless, it is one of the unavoidable side-effects in the search for a better 
architecture for the region and, fortunately, a drawback that is anticipated and that 
can be fixed. Thus, stakeholders need to rethink their policies based upon the 
principle of consensus and which remain inclusive in nature. Stakeholders also need 
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to recognise that there will be no positive future for security cooperation in the 
absence of a major power accord and they should work towards that end. 
 
Any talks of a new regional security architecture will have to take into account 
/ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ τ there is no way an effective architecture can be formed without 
ƛǘǎ ƛƴǇǳǘΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ǊƛǎŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘΣ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŘƛŘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
China would rise as fast as it did and is now potentially poised to challenge the 
American hegemonic supremacy in the region and beyond. How the region and in 
particular the United States deals with China will have a major role in influencing 
how China perceives and deals with the region in turn, creating a lasting impact on 
the region.  
 
Lastly, in the midst of these complexities, the utility of prevailing international laws 
should be re-examined and re-evaluated if necessary to ensure that they run 
parallel with the ever changing dynamics of the power equations. The contexts that 
led to the creation of some of these laws are no longer applicable and the utilisation 
of such legislation to solve contemporary issues could lead to unforeseen and 
unwanted outcomes. It is safe to say that some are no longer widely or 
substantively applicable and that the adaptation to contemporaneous situations and 
events might differ. 
 
Radicalisation redux: Bigger, badder, bolder? 
 
¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨŜȄǘǊŜƳƛǎǘΩ ƛǎ ŀ ƭŀōŜƭ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ƻǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǿƘƻ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǎƻǊǘ ǘƻ 
violence in order to impose their beliefs, ideology or moral values on others. The 
term especially applies to individuals and factions who have become radicalised in 
some way. Studies have shown that many of those who join and support extremist 
groups are a product of the general absence of democratic, accountable 
governments in much of the Muslim world and τ indirectly related to this τ 
decades of state corruption, poor governance, repressive regimes, and poor 
development policies. Although they come from various socio-economic classes, 
they have witnessed or experienced rising inequality and the absence of 
opportunities to live dignified lives. 
 
Since fighting began in 2012, the Syrian conflict has attracted a stream of frustrated, 
enraged young Muslims from around the world who have travelled to Syria, joining 
Islamist groups fighting the Assad regime. There are an estimated 20,000 foreign 
fighters from 80 countries affiliated to such groups. These groups include but are 
not restricted to Jabhat al-Nusra, an Al-Qaeda affiliate, and a collection of groups 
initially linked to Al-Qaeda in Iraq before morphing into the so called Islamic State 
(IS) in April 2013.  
 
It is important to realise that the IS is not only a terrorist group. It is political and 
military organisation that holds a radical interpretation of Islam as a political 
philosophy and seeks to impose that worldview by force on Muslims and non-
Muslims alike. Its goal is to consolidate and expand control of its territory in Iraq and 
Syria and, in the next stage, to advance into neighbouring Sunni countries. The IS 
rhetoric is not only reaching jihadi ideologues and sympathisers in the Middle East, 
but is also taking root in such groups in Southeast Asian, African and even Western 
countries. Its initial successes in battle appears to have galvanised jihadi activity 
among certain groups and, to a degree, its message also seems to unify them. In a 
Southeast Asian context, its achievements to date and slick messaging have and will 
continue to attract recruits from Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines and Thailand 
to the movement.  
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