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ASEAN -India:
Strengthening the Ties that Bind
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its top 10 trading partners and 2.7 per cent of ASEAN countries’ total external trade.
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The strategic partnership between ASEAN and India today is said to be a product of
]Jvi EE P]J}vo & o Y}ve 3285 P v AJSZ /v ] [ >}} 3 W

relationship

towards a
people-centred

strategic §} PE}A (Joo}AJvP ~ E[e Ju%o u v3 YIv }(&Z ~ E }v}
partnership. later in the year. To adapt to the impending p@&15 changes, ASEAN and India
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region, which in turn allows ample space for economic exchanges to grow. This view
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two frameworks that ensure the openness and inclusiveness of all state actors in the
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among all stakeholders in the region, these security challenges would remain a
% E} 0 uX dZ %}e]Ylv }( §Z N luo -epelSngE 8
}viul /£ Z VP ¢ §Z § eUu% %} ES E P]l}v o Indjau] ]JvSs
& o Y}ve & }v §Z €E]PZS8 SE IV ~ E v [v] ZA
Agreement (FTA) in goods as well as in services and investments, and they are
expected to conclude the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)
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another have declined. The world is currently facing new security challenges ranging
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force alone is not enough to counter such threats; they need to be fought with
ideas.

Climate change and natural disasters have also become a serious worldwide concern
in recent years. The 2007 assessment of the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
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DrugFree ASEAN in 2015.

L E EpuP 3E 8 IJVPU Zpu v SE 8 I]vP ]« 38Z A}Eo [°
SE vev Y}v o EJu X /oo P o ul]PE Y}v Aluo o} ju
+ § 38 % E ]A . 15 3} SZE § 8} %}o]Y o0 8§
the economy. For example, the Rohingya issue has become a challenge for Thailand,
D o Ce] v /v}ive]l] XdZ u© €& ] o0} }( e E]}ue v &
individuals might be recruited to join terrorist groups in southern Thailand. Thailand,
currently listed in Tier 3 in the US State Department’s 2015 annual report on human
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Nation states
are basically
designed to deal
with threats
from other
states ... there

is a need for
comprehensive
and humane
approaches
to combat
transnational
crimes.
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{\SEAN-India : Strengthening
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criminals.

On the whole, the commitment between ASEAN and India has been good. Stronger
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Regional security architecture
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powers? How would these changes impact Southeast Asia and what role would
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... India is
strengthening
its defence
diplomacy
with Southeast

Asian countries
especially in
the maritime

domain.

Are ASEAN'’s
existing
EERIS QS
sufficient to
encourage an
environment of
effective

dialogue and
consultation?
An important
yet missing
element is the
political will ...

India will have a role to play in the regional security architecture of Southeast Asia.
Thepost }o}vl o v uvP }v( & v v idAd A « 3Z (}uv VY}Iv
then envisioned by both India and Indonesia. India’s engagement with East Asia leapt
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regional economic policies to drive growth in the country.

The strategic security environment in the region is evolving with a dichotomy
SA v P} }viul Vv P }%}o]Y o }v EveU AZ] Z &E ]\
globalised world. While East Asia has emerged as the global engine of growth
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China’s ascendency has also forced the United States to strategically rebalance the
region with middle powers, to work delicately together to counterbalance against
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strengthening its defence diplomacy with Southeast Asian countries especially in the
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the Strait of Malacca and the South China Sea, and would want to keep those
waterways peaceful. India would also ensure its presence in the South China Sea,
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United States.
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India is also concerned about the rising tempo of regional tensions. There are now
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slow and few. Even the EAS, the premier regional ledédrdorum centred in
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Undeniably, ASEAN needs to address its structural issues, including its unity and
centrality, which has been exploited by extern8}A E+X & NOE[e A
u Z v]eue ep8 ] v3 8} v JuE P v VA]JE}vu vs }( + Y
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outcome, but neither have been willing to make them.
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how middle powers like India, South Korea, Australia, Japan and Indonesia could
work together with a rising China.
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Given all these, ASEAN could and should play the neutral role of managing big power
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The link between peace, stability and prosperity that binds most of East Asia must be
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security challenges.

However, before looking at the security architecture, it is important to understand

the security engineering of the region to ensure the integrity and sustainability of the
wider architecture. These nuts and bolts of the wider system encompass the
JEP v]e Yiv }( (v } SEJv e v puv]deU Z}A §Z « puv]
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worked well for the region.

New dimensions of the ASEANdia economic partnership

India’s businesdriven Look East Policy of the early 1990s, aimed at expanding trade

v ]JVvA «3u v3 8§} op E YA u EIl 8+ v SE ]JVP % ESv &
upgraded to Act East Policy in 2014 under the new leadership of Prime Minister
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between India and ASEAN.

Among the areas considered in the technology partnership scheme between India
v ~ E }uv3E] * Aluo PE] uoSpE U JvA}oA]JvP E]
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would involve the development of biomedical drugs and devices. Science, Technology
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By 2030,
ASEAN would
form the
fourth -largest
market in the

world ... with a
combined GDP
projected at
USD 10 trillion.

India in 2014
had a GDP
of USD 2.3

trillion and a
7.4 per cent
GDP growth

with a
population of
1.28 billion,
projected to rise
to 1.5 billion
by 2030.
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rights (IPRs).

Both India and ASEAN are seen as key partners in the rise of the Asian Century. The
AEC is a growing market of 620 million people, with the tldrdest combined GDP

in Asia at USD 2.5 trillion in 2018y 2030, ASEAN would form the fouldingest

u El §]v 3Z AlJEo L E 83Z uE}% Vv hv]}vU 8Z hv]s
combined GDP projected at USD 10 trillion. India in 2014 had a GDP of USD 2.3
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rise to 1.5 billion by 2030.
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the existence of many NTBs. Some member states such as Indonesia have
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The RCEP, endorsed by ASEAN in 2011, aims to combine the web of ASEAN Plus Or
&d ¢ Jvd} e]JvPo Z P]}v o &d X dZ]e A}Jpo Z 0% *SE VP:
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which would encompass a region of three billion people with a combined GDP of USD
17 trillion and 40 per cent of world trade, would ensure a growth engine in Asia
adequate for pulling all the ASEAN economies together in case of a slowdown in any
of the major economies. The engagement of all regional players would promote
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% EIUu}S %o v 8 ]o]8C C & VYvVP }v ]Ylve (JE
together.
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its pivot or rebalancing to Asia. Seven out of 16 RCEP economies (Japan, Australia,
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with four more RCEP economies (Indonesia, Philippines, South Korea, and Thailand)
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India’s trade advantage lies mainly in services rather than manufacturing, and the
services agreement should help improve Indian exports to the ASEAN region by
}% VIVP Hn% SE }%0 %o YESUV]Y eX e /v ] e+ le 8} plo ]
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and electronics. Increasing costs in China provide an opportunity for India to plug into
the Asian Value Chainas aloyes % &} p Y}v Zu X
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stricter rules of origin, which could create problems in a world of value chains.
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countries like Singapore, Malaysia and Vietham could be neutralized by the TPP.

Meanwhile, the RCEP could make the IP&EAN FTA irrelevant.
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include responses to climate change, such as sustainable livelihoods for people in
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Under the ASEAMdia Economic Partnership, the IndilyanmarThailand Trilateral
Highway and its extension to Laos and Cambodia should also be extended to reach
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o] & o] Y}v }( 4mia Ar Tansport Agreement and the ASHAdNa
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ASEANNdia cultural links: Historical and contemporary dimensions

What would the 2,000 yearsld shared culture between ASEAN and India mean to
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Rabindranath Tagore famously remarked: “I see India everywhere, but | don't
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Southeast Asia: that Indian culture has been assimilated into the culture of the land,
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Vietnam) than from the other six ASEAN countries. Apart from Singapore, the other
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comprehensive studies on India. Consequently, there has been a big knowledge gap
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Hence policymakers in India and ASEAN countries have to strive to close this gap by
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interweaving of Indian and Southeast Asian cultures. Furthermore, governments
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Southeast Asia. These measures would eliminate the social barriers that have
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produced the rich synthesis of Southeast Adiadian culture, has to be viewed with
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As much as
religious
pluralism has
been lauded for
portraying the
diversity of

Southeast Asia,
itis also a
primary driver
of sectarian
conflict ...

Amb Sudhir Devare

expanded view of ASEANy ] Y ¢ }veS3@Epu 8+ v Ju P }( «Z &
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Today, the task of enhancing crasdtural understanding and peopte-people
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capability to implement the following six components: (i) human development; (ii)
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technocrats and government experts to work on common issues, such as climate
change and health programmes, could narrow the gap at-tagking levels and
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Ju%e}e  ulpwelsecurity concerns not only on Myanmar but also on other ASEAN
countries.

In the context of ASEAN, the idea of culture as a strategic source of power warrants
policymakers to revive and integrate this rich, shared heritage with contemporary
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developing this sense of cultural awareness among the people. This would be no easy
task—3Z % @E} ¢ }( ] vY(C]JvVvP v ]Jve EYVP HOSUE 0 }V
Alpo E 3§ Ju%o0] VY}ve §Z & }po } eSEP S + YA v e
Ju%o u v Y}v «§ P X

hvl]A E+]Y ¢ }uo +Cv3Z ¢]+ 3SE ]JYIVvo % P}PC %CE
elements to create new paradigms in harmony with ASEAN values. These could
include gender studies, ecosophy/ecotheology, and the study of ASEAN languages
and literature. Policymakers could also promote nfpnA «]A 03 Ev YA SE
Azlz z A SE ]Y}v ooC V % E Yo C ]v ]P v}lpe %o
u ] Y}v v *%]E]SH o Z o]J]vPX &]Jv ooCU 8Z JvSE} p ©
talent and wisdom into the economic sector could rg EPJs §Z YA]SC }(
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Both parties
[India and
ASEAN] have to
display vision
and courage to

ensure that the
partnership is
one of long-term
fulfilment.

Panel on “The Po&015 Agenda of ASEAN and the Way Forward”

The post2015 agenda of ASEAN and the way forward

The ASEANV | €& o0 Y}veZ]% Z » PE}Av 8} }A & p Z 1A E
SIHE]*u VvV SE Ve%}ESX dZ E& ]+-5@} ]¥}% oE YRE]S Qv
.V JVP e}ouVY}ve 3} u 38 38Z Z oo vP }((}} + HE]SCX /v ]
ulvoC .vv]oU A]S8Z 3Z % E}e% & }( }viu] }}% E Y
Z E e¢Jujo E }v Eve Vv ]JvS (E 5 X z 8§ 8Z & }Ho o°
countering terrorism and climate change.
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of longs Eu (po.ou vehX y&aks, dndia and ASEAN have had to resist
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and professional levels are aware of ASEAN, the grassroots are not so familiar. Where
the postiiinA P v }( ~ E]Jv }v GEv U 5Z (}oo}A]JvP E -}
the way forward:

(i) Jee u]v s e ve }( N~ E ] vYSCW -skZumly idrges%io]Y ¢
means spreading the presence of ASEAN in ASEAN countries.
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%}e]Y}ve Z A Z VP U ¢} pv E+S5 v ]|vP AZ § Z z
v A]JP § 3ZE}uPZ 8Z Z VP « E % E]}E]Y X
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the way forward also has to include infrastructure development. ASEAN has
Jud TAUIITI J*o v e v }vv YVP 8Z « Jeo v ¢ AJoo
}Jvv YA]3C A]3Z DC vu & ]» Al3 o 38} ( ]ols 8 3C&E
& PJ]}vX /v ] [« E}YESZ +§ Z P]}v ~E Z+ JeU Jv + §U o0 \
programmes such as the establishment of a sea link for the NER states with
DC vu E[* %}ES "]J0A & v §} 1% v /Iv][+P 3§ AC

(iv) v§ E% E]* W W EY po EoC AJSZ §Z Jeep }( % E} p Y
skills of companies to create an ASEAN presence in the global value chain.

(v) Human security: There has to be inclusive growth throughout ASEAN, especially
in the more vulnerable parts; even in spheres such as social welfare and social
acceptance.
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(vi) Sustainability: A way to look at building a sustainable future is through
infrastructure development.
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(i) ASEAN and India should liberalise trade to make it easier to do business and
increase the volumes of trade.

(iv) }SZ ] * uUupe*S 8 % P% SZ |]E +}ESe v G A£] ]o]sSC §
§Z }SZ & 31 Z}o Ee+X dZ Z W Alpuo ( ]o]l8 8 (UE:
between India and ASEAN countries.

(v) ASEAN and India should do their utmost to encourage the development of the
Zuu v Ju vel]}v v eYupo 3§ 310 W B %0 % Vo YA]SC §Z
£ Z VP +]Jv poSuyE U pn YIvU u ] Vv 8Z % E}lu}Y}v
v §} Jvl]Y 8 Vv % E}u}$ <} ] o v upOSHE o YA]Y -
programmes involving youth, academic, arts and4®jA Evu v3 o JveY3puY)

(vii » E v /v] upe$ }vYvp S8Z ]E }oo YA E *}oA :
peace, security and stability amid uncertainty caused by strategic rivalries among
§8Z % }A Ee+ Jv §Z &E PJIvX /v ] [* %%E} YA ]JvA}oA u
) + HME]SC EE& vP u vs8e Jpuo Z 0% Uu]l]YP & u]
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The issues highlighted in this month’'s ISIS Focus were taken from the Fourth

Roundtable of the ASEANdia Network of Think Tanks (AINTT), held - August

2015 in Kuala Lumpur. The event was jointly organised by ISIS Malaysia, the Research
v /V(}EuU Y}v "Ce5 u (JE A 0}%]vP }uvsmEdiasCenfré”eU
~/ sU /v ] X dZ %0 Z}EU % E}A] * %o (& A% ES

countries and India to exchange views on strengthening the already established

o]Jvl P « ]Jv %}0o]Y oU }clltupal spheres bétween the two regions.

dZ .vo E}puv s o E %}ES A+ }M%Farlina Said MroCe3e

Muhammad Sinatraand Mr Thomas Benjamin Danielnd Researchavir Woo Hon

Weng and edited bysenior Fellow Mr Bunn Nagara
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INSTITUTEDOF STRATEGI@ND
INTERNATIONALSTUDIEY(ISIS) MLAYSIA

The Institute of Strategic and International Studies (ISIS) Malaysia was established
on 8 April 1983 as an autonomous, ffot-profit research organisation. ISIS
Malaysia has a diverse research focus which includes economics, foreign policy,
security studies, natiobuilding, social policy, technology, innovation and
environmental studies. It also undertakes research collaboration with national and
international organisations in important areas such as national development and
international affairs.

ISIS Malaysia engages actively in Track Two diplomacy, and promotes the exchange
of views and opinions at both the national and international levels. The Institute has
also played a role in fostering closer regional integration and international
cooperation through forums such as the ABiacific Roundtable, the ASEAN
Institutes of Strategic and International Studies (ASEAN), the Pacific Economic
Cooperation Council (PECC) and the Network of East AsianTHmik& (NEAT). ISIS
Malaysia is a founding member of the Council for Security Cooperation in the Asia
Pacific (CSCAP) and manages the Council’'s Secretariat.

As the country’s premier thintank, 1ISIS Malaysia has been at the forefront of some
of the most significant naticbuilding initiatives in the nation’s history. It was a
contributor to the Vision 2020 concept and was consultant to the Knowl&iged
Economy Master Plan initiative.
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