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Climate change
is ‘a core
development
challenge that
carries

potentially
serious
implications for
international
peace and
security’ ...

Understanding Climate Change Diplomacy

By
Wan Portia Hamzah
Senior Fellow, ISIS Malaysia
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Within the security arena, climate change is viewed as ‘a core development challenge
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Although climate change is well recognised as a global problem that requires a global
elouYivU ]88 } « v}E8 E JA 3Z < u o0 Ao }( %E]}E]Y:"
policy issues, such as nuclear ptia E}o]( E Y}vX

Contents:

Understanding Climate Change Diplomacy

Mind, Society and Behaviour

MalaysiaJapan Relations




YU eY}ve }puv e+ 8} AZC Po} o }oo YA Yiv §} E -
(JouE X d} uvC oJusd ¢ %Y U o0]u-3L E VP E ]%D}u
twenty years— ] Jv + YA v Z ¢ $ 1 v }v (oo JE o X ]%o0}
Z3Z 9% E Y } }v pYVP v P}Y Y}ve SA v 5z .
E % E » v§ YA sU v ]+ o0} E]Y o0 3} ]v3 PE YVP o0]u
v 8} A 0}%]vP §Z }v ]Y}ve }u Y o00C Vv ]Jv§ Ev Y
global deal'.
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groupings—is near universal but is not legally binding as it does not set mandatory
limits on GHG emissions and has no enforcement mechanism.

Linked to the UNFCCC is the Kyoto Protocol, which introduced legally binding
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The 2°C level is
that which is
generally
accepted to
sustain life
without
EVEIS]E]

stabilise GHG
concentrations at
450ppm, global
emissions must
be at least halved
from 1990 levels
by 2050.
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Copenhagen Accord and the voluntary pledges. Even so, preliminary assessments
indicated a possible ‘emission gap’ between pledges made and emission cuts
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which is generally accepted to sustain life without irreversible damage, although
many are pushing for a lower target of 1.5°C. According to the Intergovernmental
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per million (ppm) would give a 50 per cent chance of avoiding a 2°C rise. To stabilise
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levels by 2050.

} ©+p Copenhagen pledges and the second commitment period will end in
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of the world; a full circle indeed!
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It is, however, unclear what form the agreement will take a protocol, a legal
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Such is climate change diplomacy. Why has it been a challenge? Reasons include the
complexity, the uncertainty and the diversity of interests.
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policymakers, regulators, investors, producers and consumers. Incremental change in
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required in all sectors—energy, transport, building, and many more.
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Hence, the issue of free riding- 00}A]JvP }3Z E-+ 3§} § .&+SX us u
countries in Asia as well as small island states that did not historically contribute to
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Third is the diversity of interests- ipsY U <pu]3CU & ZVv}o}PC SE ve( E

Nonetheless, climate change diplomacy, within or outside the UNFCCC, has a role to
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can provide the ‘moral’ force for countries to act. The European Union and some of
the more advanced countries have been at the forefront of climate change diplomacy
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a role to play.
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... close to 25,000
Malaysians
below age 35
have become

bankrupt over
the past five

years. Most
low-income
households
acquired items
and services on
credit.

Mind, Society and Behaviour:
Implications for Malaysian
Household Debt and Savings

By
Farlina Said
Analyst, ISIS Malaysia

On 22 June 2015;he Stareported thatclose to 25,000 Malaysians below age 35
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guarantors for other loan defaulters.

Financial planning habits of the income earner were studied in Skete of
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study looked at household expenditure, the impact of rising prices as well as
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The report revealed that 78 per cent of households own cars, 66 per cent own
motorcycles, 96 per cent own refrigerators and 91 per cent own washing
machines. Almost every household owns a television (98 per cent) and a mobile
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Most lowincome households acquired the items and services on credit. The trend
was also accompanied by low personal savings, where nearly three million
Employee Provident Fund (EPF) accounts were reported to have low savings.

The World Bank Group’8015 World Development ReporiMind, Society and
Behaviourfocuses on the way humans think (the processes of the mind) and how
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norms as well as shared mental mod&ls.
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Towards a behavioural study of the economic actor
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the 20th century literature. The economic actor was once seen as one who was
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the society is a free rider (see Figure 1).
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Figure 2. A more behavioural model of decision making expands the standard economic
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Figure 3: Financial scarcity can consume
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biases. These biases are in the decision makers’ preconceived
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farmers in India for instance. The farmers typically receive their
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harvest, they were found to be much more likely to have taken on
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that is equivalent to roughly 10 IQ points (see Figure 3). For these
farmers, a great deal of mental energy was exerted every day just
§} Veu® 3Z ]E suEA]JA 0 v e 3} v ee]Y
0o vVASEX]/vEZ]eeveUSZCAE oL A]S3
(JE & (po o] & Y}Iv }E (} pe }v JVA «3u v3

Thinking with mental models
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interpret what they perceive (see Figure 4). These models come
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refer to as culture. For instance, the manner in which one speaks
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factors. People’s mental models shape their understanding of
what is right, what is natural, and what is possible in life. While
many mental models are useful, others are not and contribute to
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Decisions concerning daily life and the household are then made
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heavier bias on losses in comparison with gains. In an experiment,
half the sample received a free mug and half did not. The groups
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determined price was acceptable to them. Those who had
received a free mug were willing to sell, but only at a price that
A« SA] 8Z u}lpvs S3Z %}3 vY o upuC E- A Q
"tu A v E (e u}v 8 EC Ju% ve Y}v e

tu © zZz 8§} §8Z ]88 uX

Narrow framing

Using these mental models, the economic actor engages in
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and worldviews. Unfortunately, in such assessments, one’s
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Figure 4: Thinking draws on mental modes
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can look out on the world from a window and assume the world looks as such. This
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decision making by restructuring the environment and how society grapples with the
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Social people and social thinkers

Many economic policies assume individuals are-reglarding, autonomous decision
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prices. According to the World Bank Report, human sociality implies that behaviour is
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