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Be wary of extremists exploiting technology to recruit terrorists – Najib 

KUALA LUMPUR: Members of the Asia-Pacific Region must be wary of extremists, who 
have been adapting and exploiting technology in sophisticated ways for purposes of 
propaganda and recruiting terrorists, said Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak. 
 
The prime minister said the fight against extremism must be waged in the mind, articulated in 
speech, and amplified in cyberspace so that the battle zones of today do not become breeding 
grounds for misguided ideologies to be exported abroad. 
 
"This region has for centuries been enriched by the assimilation and integration of different 
peoples, cultures, and traditions. 
 
"We must therefore proactively propagate a narrative of moderation, tolerance, and peace. 
This is not just a counter-narrative to the one spread by the extremists. It is in fact our 
heritage," he said in his keynote address at the Asia Pacific Roundtable in the capital, 
Monday night. 
 
Najib said this was why technology could be the ally, and to be skillfully used to uphold the 
peaceful, moderate traditions which were long adopted in the Asia Pacific countries.  
 
 

PM Najib Razak delivers his key address at the 29th Asia-Pacific 
Roundtable held here on Monday. - Bernama Photo  
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 Najib wants fight against terrorism taken to cyberspace, to counter 
militant  

Members of the Asia-Pacific Region must be wary of extremists, who have been adapting and exploiting 
technology in sophisticated ways for purposes of propaganda and recruiting terrorists, Prime Minister Datuk Seri 
Najib Razak said today. 

The prime minister said the fight against extremism must be waged in the mind, articulated in speech, 
and amplified in cyberspace so that the battle zones of today do not become breeding grounds for 
misguided ideologies to be exported abroad. 

"This region has for centuries been enriched by the assimilation and integration of different peoples, 
cultures and traditions. 

"We must therefore proactively propagate a narrative of moderation, tolerance, and peace. This is not 
just a counter-narrative to the one spread by the extremists. It is in fact our heritage," he said in his 
keynote address at the Asia Pacific Roundtable in Kuala Lumpur tonight. 

Najib said this was why technology could be the ally, and to be skillfully used to uphold the peaceful, 
moderate traditions which were long adopted in the Asia-Pacific countries. 

Najib said one of the pressing challenges for the Asia-Pacific Region was the need to consolidate 
regional stability and to promote positive, predictable and peaceful relations among and between 
nations, especially the major powers. 

He said there was a need to make common cause, maximise opportunities for collaboration, and 
carefully manage any potential sources of tensions. 

"Stability is one of those words that can mean different things to different people. Standard definition 
may convey a sense of permanence. We are so used to mentioning 'stability' in conjunction with 
words like 'preserve' and 'maintain'. 

"A desire for stability could therefore be easily confused with a demand that everything remains the 
same, with familiarity prized and change treated with caution," he said. 

Najib said the history of Asia-Pacific had shown that it had always been a region characterised by 
profound change. 

"In recent decades the region has witnessed the most dramatic improvements in living standards in 
modern human history. And along with these improvements have come shifts in mind-sets and 
expectations," he added. 

Najib said the Asia-Pacific Region need to come to terms with the rapid shifts in its strategic 
environment. 

"We need to realise that regional stability does not hinge on wishing away or seeking to prevent these 
changes. In fact, failure to properly accommodate and respond to them could create conditions that 
could lead to instability," said the prime minister. 

Najib also said that the prospects for the Asia-Pacific Region also looked promising, with the United 
Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific estimating 60% of the world’s 



youth between the ages of 15 and 24 residing in this region, while youth unemployment is among the 
lowest in the world, at 11%. 

 

 Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Razak is warning of the threat from 
the use of technology by the militants but feels the same technology is also an ally. – The Malaysian Insider pic, June 1, 2015 

"They are an incredibly spirited, vibrant, and versatile part of the nations, and they will form the future. 
The technological innovations of recent decades are second nature to them. These innovations have 
helped to transform our region and bring prosperity to our people," he said. 

Touching on the 29th Asia-Pacific Roundtable (APR), Najib hoped that they would adopt a balanced 
and constructive approach towards issues to be discussed over the next couple of days. 

"Whether as officials who make important decisions, or as scholars and journalists who deliberate on 
and frame the discourse on key issues, you have the ability and obligation to make a profound and 
lasting contribution to a positive future for the Asia-Pacific region. 

"It is easy to highlight what and where the problems are. It is a lot more difficult to arrive at practical 
and realistic solutions. I urge you to take that difficult road, and, in the process, make a real difference 
to the Asia Pacific and to the world," he said. 

The three-day roundtable, organised by the Institute of Strategic And International Studies (Isis) 
Malaysia, which begins today, is aimed at promoting trust and confidence in the Asia-Pacific region. 

As a "Track Two" forum, the APR has brought together think-tanks, academics, media representatives 
and senior government officials acting in their personal capacity to engage in candid dialogue 
regarding the major security challenges confronting the region. – Bernama 
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Asia's Balance of Power Nightmare Unfolds 

 

By Graeme Dobell  
 

The balance of power is one of those concepts that gets the most attention when it’s shifting. Or 
wobbling. When people are talking about it, it’s time to be worried. And everybody is worried. 

As Grandma observed, family arguments are getting too loud when the whole village is gossiping 
about whether the marriage will survive. 

Balance of power was top of mind and top of text when Singapore’s Prime Minister, Lee Hsien 
Loong, launched the Shangri-La dialogue. 

Lee’s central proposition was a simple one with huge implications: “The strategic balance in Asia is 
shifting.” Mark this is a Big Fact, not a mere opinion. 

The Big Fact of Asia’s rapidly changing power relativities is directly related to Asia’s Top Trend. This 
is unusual. New and different Big Facts come along all the time while the Top Trend, by definition, is a 
long-wave phenomenon. 

Look back over recent decades to see what this means. In 1989, the Cold War collapsed with the 
Berlin Wall, and China butchered its own youngsters in Tiananmen Square. These Big Facts didn’t 
derail Asia’s Top Trend, which was already broad, powerful and transforming. Asia’s Top Trend, then 
and now, is the economic miracle that has lifted more people from poverty in a shorter time than any 
other moment in human history. 

Lots of other Big Facts keep coming to crowd the screen. China arrives. India rises. Asia hits the 
economic wall with a financial crisis at the end of ‘90s; Europe and the U.S. do their own, even more 
spectacular economic smash, a decade later. Still, for Asia, the Top Trend keeps surging. 

All sorts of building work gets done, but in the strategic realm this is slow-motion stuff where ambition 
outstrips achievement. The confidence of the ‘90s saw the creation of regional institutions like APEC 
and the ASEAN Regional Forum. The strategic buzz was about achieving transparency and 
confidence building; today we’ve got a lot more transparency but not much confidence. 



Instead of confidence, we have pleas for stability and rule of law. Stability ain’t what we’re going to 
get, was the advice from Malaysia’s Prime Minister, Najib Razak, launching the 29th Asia Pacific 
Roundtable in Kuala Lumpur. 

Rapid change in the strategic environment looks inevitable to Najib, but that doesn’t have to be a bad 
thing: “The ongoing shifts in the distribution of power and influence in the Asia Pacific should not 
necessarily be seen as inherently threatening.” 

Embracing the Big Fact and the Top Trend, Najib had this observation about the regional hegemon 
that’s feeling the heat: “The US will remain a power of major consequence in the Asia Pacific, despite 
claims by some that we are witnessing the twilight of America’s role and interest in the region.” 
Twilight! So do a reverse Dylan Thomas—go gentle and don’t rage against the dying of the light. The 
Chinese, no doubt, will invent a nifty proverb for the thought. 

At Shangri-La, the International Institute for Strategic Studies offered its thoughts on the power 
balance with its Asia Pacific Regional Security Assessment 2015. 

IISS starts with the idea that the region is too large and diverse for any state to dominate: 

Indeed, it is too large for any state unilaterally to protect its own interests or to seek to shape the 
regional order without risking overstretch or instability. Attempts to do so will be destabilizing and 
provoke reactions from other regional powers. 

Good advice for either the U.S. or China. 

The IISS judgement is that fiscal stains are yet to impinge too much on the plans expressed in the 
U.S rebalance, although “within the region there is still some doubt as to the sustainability of the U.S. 
posture in the Asia Pacific beyond the medium term.” With the balance in flux, the medium term can 
arrive quickly: 

"Uncertainties remain over what role the U.S. envisages for its allies and partners. The rebalance 
looks far from complete when one considers the lack of a grand strategy, as well as unresolved 
questions over specific weapons systems and doctrine aimed at deterring China." 

Not much doubt about the grand strategy Xi Jinping has set for Beijing, according to IISS: 

“China calculates that its economic power and the interconnectedness of Asian economies will put it 
at the center – and the apex – of the Asia-Pacific region. In tandem, China seeks to weaken the U.S.-
led regional security order and to promote the concept that Asian security should be managed solely 
by Asians.” 

The Big Fact of a shifting power balance is a product of the great changes flowing from the Top 
Trend. And everybody in the village, and the region, is gossiping loudly about what the new Big Fact 
might do to the Top Trend. 

 

 

                                                  














